
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development (Ag) Committee 

MINUTES 
August 15, 2013 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 

Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Bruce Reuss, Keith Poier and Dan Tepfer  
 
Guest:  Gordon Behm 
 
Staff:  Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Leroy Petersen, Ag/Renewable Energy Specialist 
 
 
Chair Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
MINUTES— 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Dan Tepfer to approve the minutes of July 18, 
2013.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
 
REPORTS—  
 
Local Energy Subcommittee.  Leroy Petersen relayed upcoming events:  World Food Prize, October in 
Des Moines; Advanced Biofuels Conference, Omaha, September 10 to 12; Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of 
Commerce (WLACC) Ag Tour featuring site visits to robotic milking dairies, August 20.  He then reported on 
discussions in the recent energy subcommittee action items:  a) find and make available non-disclosure 
agreement—immediate need was expressed by Arvind Auluck-Wilson, which Petersen will fill; b) creating 
portfolio of technical manufacturing business lists to paint the picture of existing and missing segments.  As 
follow-up he found that WLACC has searchable list that EDC can use as resource and possibly expand upon.  
c) compressed natural gas (CNG) local interest—Petersen relayed that Mankato State University has small 
engine research and development with CNG engine and will visit this month.  Minnesota Trucking 
Association is holding a summit for trucking industry around CNG in October.  A local NG supplier and fleet 
owner are interested in attending.  Interest has been shown by a fast-fill NG retailer for possible site in 
Willmar and Petersen expects a visit in next couple weeks to review.  Plans are being completed to visit local 
waste management firm that has installed CNG facility. 
 
Other activities:  site visit to Slayton solar farm—discussion around connectivity, economy, etc.; Petersen 
attended staff development economic development course at University of Minnesota, Duluth, with key 
take-aways of community assessment, finance and most importantly, assessing what industry and how 
businesses may investigate and make an opinion of an area without us ever knowing.  Questions about why 
should a company come to Willmar/Kandiyohi County and what are they looking for; renewable energy 
forum and Farm Fest Petersen met Senator Franken staff, including Minnesota state director Alana 
Petersen, ag/energy field representative Al Juhnke and WDC energy and ag policy advisor Ali Nouri.  Dave 
Fredrickson, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Commissioner of Agriculture, BioAlliance 
representatives, Southwest Initiative Foundation representatives Bob Thurston and Sherry Ristau. 
 
Other new company contacts included Even Temp biomass, which is conducting an AURI-funded study with 
Litchfield poultry operation; a Freeman, South Dakota, group interested in corn stover biomass process; 
Minnesota Milk policy and membership manager and Midwest Dairy senior vice president about the Dairy 
Research, Teaching and Consumer Education Facility.



Lastly, Petersen reported on an Advanced Biofuels webinar that showcased bio versus renewable diesel, 
Greenwhey Energy using cheese waste-stream for AD co-products, pellet mill and sawmill waste operations 
for renewable energy.  The question is why not Kandiyohi County for these things that are happening? 
 
After Auluck-Wilson introduced the topic, there was a lot of discussion about using RNG (renewable natural 
gas) to produce H2 which could replace 20 to 30% of CNG directly.  He is confident that Kandiyohi County 
could be a leader in the H2 economy and has several reports that are available to all interested in 
investigating this technology.  He has met with companies and engineers that have found a simpler method 
of H2 generation.  Auluck-Wilson recommended convening a meeting for CNG stakeholders to invite 
participation to gauge interest.  Further discussion will be taken at next energy subcommittee meeting.  
Meeting date to be determined, as the first Monday of September falls on Labor Day. 

 
On initiatives that could be done sooner rather than later:  One of these was local interest in utilizing CNG 
for large diesel engines in trucks and tractors, which was initiated by local trucking firms and WLACC.  
Subcommittee interest was such that we should investigate more fully to see if the EDC can help facilitate 
businesses looking to meet that local demand. 
 
Steve Renquist announced a tentative agreement with a local accounting firm to host a group to consider 
agricultural and renewable energy financing.  He also suggested we look at local energy opportunities that 
are doable this year, mid and later and move forward on what can be done. 
 
The subcommittee recommended two action points to move forward on are to investigate how to help 
move along local CNG delivery and technology infrastructure and to contact a local, prominent feedlot to 
gauge interest in expanding in Kandiyohi County. 
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Renquist reported on the upcoming September 30 
event for the commercialization of ag technology showcase.  This event is the day prior to the Animal 
Science Conference and Venture Forum.  The EDC will sponsor a networking reception late afternoon on 
September 30.  Both the technology showcase and reception will be held at the Holiday Inn and Willmar 
Conference Center.  Invitations for the Animal Science Conference and Venture Forum are available through 
MCROC.  Renquist also expressed urgency for convening an ag venture-capital group and plans are unfolding 
for such at Christianson & Associates. 

 
Dairy Authority Subcommittee.  Renquist reported he and Petersen met with Bob Lefebvre and Ted 
Rindquist to discuss timelines for moving forward on the dairy facility.  There is some concern that the Dairy 
Authority Board is not moving as swiftly as some had hoped.   The EDC was advised to go slow for now in 
promoting a Kandiyohi County location.  He discussed distance factors that Petersen had researched as 
comparisons for Kandiyohi County to other dairy teaching and research facilities and consumer education.  
The College of Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource Science’s distance to Kandiyohi County dairy research 
is roughly the same as that to the current veterinary research facility in New Sweden, MN.  Their consensus 
of priority in the facility is first teaching, second research and more distant third consumer education. 
 
Lake Country Wind.  Gordon Behm had good news that the project is one step closer with the Purchase 
Power Agreement completed with Minnesota Municipal Power Agency.  However, the wait for MISO now 
begins again, as MISO would have needed $5 million to keep in line.  
 
ADJOURNMENT—The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:10 a.m.  
 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular committee meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, September 20, 2013, at 
Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 


