
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 

Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development (Ag) Committee 

July 18, 2013, Minutes 

NEXT MEETING—The next regular committee meeting will be 7:30 a.m., Thursday, August 15, 

2013, at Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 

 Present: Glenn Arfstrom, Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Steve 

Nelson, Wally Nelson, Bruce Reuss, and Jeff Vetsch.  

Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director; and Leroy Petersen, Ag/Renewable Energy Specialist.  
 

Chair Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m., after which it was moved 

by Grau and seconded by Halverson to approve the minutes of June 20, 2013. Motioned carried.  
 

REPORTS—  

Local Energy Subcommittee.  

Renquist reviewed the July 8, meeting to help MCROC move forward with Dr. Brian 

Herman, V.P. of research, U of M, to consider establishing an Agricultural Technology Innovation 

Center at MinnWest Technology campus. 

Petersen reported on discussion in the recent subcommittee on initiatives that could be done 

sooner rather than later.  One of these was local interest in utilizing CNG for large diesel engines in 

trucks and tractors, which was initiated by local trucking firms and WLACC.  Subcommittee 

interest was such that we should investigate more fully to see if EDC can help facilitate businesses 

looking to meet that local demand. 

Renquist announced the tentative agreement with a local accounting services firm to host a 

group to consider agricultural and renewable energy financing.  He also suggested that we look at 

local energy opportunities that are doable this year, mid, and later; and to move forward on what 

can be done. 

The subcommittee recommended two action points to move forward on are to investigate 

how to help move local CNG delivery and technology infrastructure along; and to contact a local, 

prominent feedlot to gauge interest in expanding in Kandiyohi County. 
 

MCROC.  Renquist reported on the University of Minnesota meeting on licensable intellectual 

property; and an upcoming September 30 event for the commercialization of ag technology 

showcase.  This event is the day prior to the animal science conference and venture forum.  EDC 

will sponsor a networking “mixer” late afternoon on September 30 
 

Dairy Authority Subcommittee.  Renquist reported that the subcommittee met July 2 to discuss 

timelines for moving forward.  Consensus was that we should move forward immediately so that we 

are ready to show our plan to the authority committee.  He recounted a meeting that he and Petersen 

had with Al Juhnke, Senator Franken’s Ag/Energy Field representative in which Juhnke advised to 

think very big and to consider strongly the best location for public visibility. 
 

New Business 

 Renquist discussed the upcoming Willmar Vision 2040 series of community meetings and 

encouraged committee member attendance. 

Following a motion made by Grau and second by Halvorson, the committee voted 

unanimously to strongly recommend that the operations board approve adjusting the Agriculture 

and Renewable Energy Specialist annual base-salary to $50,000.  Discussion showed consensus that 

this would partially reflect comparable, competing salaries of like industry positions.  Renquist 

reported that this base-salary adjustment would have been part of a proposed $10,000 increase on 

the $75,000 budget previously proposed to the operations board for 2014 agriculture and renewable 

energy development activities.   

 

Adjournment—9:30.  


