
Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission (EDC) 
Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development (Ag) Committee 

MINUTES 
April 17, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 

 
Present: Rollie Boll, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Kevin Halverson, Larry Konsterlie, Wallace 

Nelson, Bruce Reuss and Dan Tepfer    
 
Excused: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Dan Lippert and Keith Poier 
 
Absent:   John Duevel, Tim Miller and Steve Nelson 
 
Guests:   Brad Saeger, Ag Venture Alliance and Kim Larson, Ridgewater College Ag 
Instructor 
 
Staff:   Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development 
Specialist 
 
 
Chairman Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  
 
 
AGENDA—Steve Renquist requested that a discussion of voting members and the possibility of 
having Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist and leader of the Agriculture and 
Renewable Energy Program for the EDC, be a voting member of this committee.  Chair Reuss 
agreed to add this discussion to the Committee Membership portion of the agenda.  The 
agenda was approved. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Dan Tepfer, SECONDED BY Jon Folkedahl, to approve the minutes of 
the February 20 and March 20, 2014 meetings.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
Guest Speaker—Brad Saeger of Ag Venture Alliance made a presentation of “Trends & 
Opportunities with Corn Stover” a project currently under research and development by a 
Marcus, Iowa, Development group.  The project uses corn stover to create a high quality feed 
with enhanced digestibility for cattle.  The total pilot project would have a cost of $8 to $10 
million.  The project is better suited for Iowa or Nebraska, but the location has not yet been 
determined.  Research and testing are still in process; the project is still two years out.  
Saeger will keep this committee informed of the progress as time goes on.  Membership with 
Ag Venture Alliance is still open and the cost is a one-time fee of $250. 
 



 
REPORTS 
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Connie Schmoll contacted several 
people to inquire about bonding funds in this year’s bonding bill at the state legislature.  
Although Minnesota Milk Producers Association submitted a request for $750,000 for planning, 
the Department of Agriculture felt more decisions needed to be made by the Dairy Authority 
before the bonding money could be requested.  Representative Mary Sawatzky said she would 
work with this committee and/or Ridgewater College to seek planning dollars in the next 
session, perhaps by some other means since next year will not be a bonding year. 
   
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center.  Renquist reported the Mid-Central Research and 
Outreach Center (MCROC) currently holds several administrative positions and a lab where 
research on avian disease in turkeys is currently being conducted.  Renquist will reconnect 
with the University of Minnesota (U of M) as key staff recently changed.  The Animal Science 
Conference will be held October 1, 2014 at MinnWest Technology Campus.  Larry Konsterlie 
compared MCROC growth with that which has happened with the Corn Growers Association.  
The Corn Checkoff funds have been instrumental in inviting research projects to the 
Association.  
   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NH3 project.  Renquist reported the project has not moved forward and the NextGen grant 
went back to the state with none of the funds being used.  Kim Larson inquired about 
developing an Ag Ventures Capital group for our community.  The EDC has formulation of an 
investment group in its overall goals.  Renquist said he and the Joint Operations Board 
envisions two separate investment groups, one for agriculture and renewable energy related 
areas and the other for non-agriculture/renewable energy projects.  Renquist and Schmoll will 
work on possible structure of a subcommittee and schedule to meet and will bring potential 
plans to the June committee meeting.   
 
Committee Membership.  Chair Reuss entertained a motion to add Connie Schmoll to voting 
status for this committee.    
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Dan Tepfer, SECONDED BY Ian Graue, to add Connie Schmoll as a 
voting member of the Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic 
Development Commission’s Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
A discussion of membership included the possibility of adding agriculture production 
representatives.  Members will talk to those they know about potential membership. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Renquist reported on the railroad bypass project and the access opportunities it creates for 
new businesses in Willmar’s Industrial Park.  He also brought up the possibility of the World’s 
Fair being in Minnesota in the year 2023 as announced by Secretary of State Mark Ritchie at the 
Worthington Bio-Science Conference.  Renquist recommended committee members keep this 
in mind and think of ways we might bring some of the potential 10 to 15 million people, who 
will attend the World’s Fair if Minnesota is selected as the location, to the Willmar area.  
Special projects going on in our community might be of interest to those in attendance.  
 
Schmoll gave an update on her goals, which included contacts she made regarding planning 
dollars in the bonding bill for the Dairy Research/Education and Consumer Outreach Facility, a 
visit and tour of the MCROC facility, onsite visits with Willmar Municipal Utilities and Kandiyohi 
Power Cooperative (KPC).  David George of KPC reported that beginning in 2015, Great River 
Energy is placing 20 different solar energy projects with one of the sites being in Kandiyohi 
County.  KPC is also currently conducting a customer survey to inquire about interest in solar 
garden projects.  Schmoll has contacted Tom Lambrecht of Great River Energy to request a 
visit and discussion of current and future renewable energy projects.  Schmoll also met with 
representatives of the Community-Owned Grocery and food hub to seek information about 
connecting local agriculture to the projects.  Schmoll reported she and Renquist are scheduled 
to visit with agriculture and renewable energy research staff at the West Central Minnesota 
Research and Outreach Center in Morris on Aril 22nd.  Schmoll also handed out a sheet with 
highlights about the Bio-Science Conference in Worthington that she attended on April 3rd and 
4th (see attached).  She said the conference was helpful for awareness of bio-science research 
and development projects going on in our Midwest region.   
 
Schmoll reported the Technology Commercialization Showcase will be held again this year on 
the day before the Animal Science Conference in Willmar.  The agenda for the showcase will 
include general overview of U of M work in animal science, an overview of workforce 
exchanges, how the U of M can provide greater interaction with industry, including food and 
agriculture and initiatives in renewable energy.  The Office of Technology Commercialization 
will also highlight a few licensing or business opportunities that could have interest or fit in the 
region.  Schmoll requested committee members think about who should be in attendance.    
 
Schmoll mentioned her work on a Business Retention and Expansion study for the EDC and 
asked if this committee would like to see a study conducted again for the farming communities 
in Kandiyohi County.  The last study was completed in 2005 and is now 10 years old.  It was 
decided that because of time constraints, this discussion will be moved to the next meeting’s 
agenda.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.  

 
 

NEXT MEETING—7:30 a.m., June 19, 2014 at Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
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