
Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission (EDC) 
Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development (Ag) Committee 

MINUTES 
March 20, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 

Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Larry Konsterlie, Keith Poier and Dan 
Tepfer 

 
Excused: John Duevel, Kevin Halvorson, Wallace Nelson and Bruce Reuss  
 
Absent:   Rollie Boll, Dan Lippert, Tim Miller and Steve Nelson 
 
Guests:   Dr. Doug Allen, President, Ridgewater College and member of the State Dairy Authority; 
  Kim Larson and Kim Lippert, Ag Instructors, Ridgewater College 
 
Staff:   Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist 
 
 
Executive Director Steve Renquist called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  
 
Guest, Dr. Doug Allen, reported on the current status of the State Dairy Authority and the Dairy 
Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility project.  Dr. Allen said the Dairy Authority has 
been meeting for two years and has invested much of its time visiting facilities in other states.  He 
reported that at the last meeting of the Dairy Authority, three main focuses were reiterated: 
1) research, 2) education—training people to work in the industry, and 3) consumer 
education—informing the public of the health benefits of milk and other dairy products.  Sheryl 
Meshke, who chaired the Dairy Authority meeting, reported University of Minnesota (U of M) 
representatives are narrowing their focus to the first two components—research and education; and 
are proposing the St. Paul campus as the site for the Dairy Facility with a herd of 200 cows.  The next 
meeting of the Dairy Authority is unknown at this time.   
 
Greg Jans of the Dairy Authority organized a meeting with the Fehr Family of Riverview Dairy, which 
was also attended by Dr. Allen and Ag Instructor, Kim Larson.  The Fehrs are open to working in 
partnership with the Dairy Facility as long as their return on investment would not be compromised by 
the research or training components of the project.  Fehrs/Riverview Dairy are continuing to plan for 
development of an additional dairy site and currently have three possible locations with the Pennock 
location (Meadow Star Dairy) as one option.  Larson reported that Riverview has been cooperative 
with Ridgewater College in the past and has been extremely helpful in providing student education at 
their Dublin Dairy site.  
 
Ag committee members brought up suggestions to help move both processes along.  Arvind 
Auluck-Wilson suggested that the research could be split between the two locations, i.e., the Twin 
Cities Campus of UMN and the Ridgewater College. Fundamental research focused on science aspects 
of dairy be carried out mostly at the UMN while the applied research be organized at the Ridgewater 

 
 



College and focus on technology development, technology transfer, dairy management, industrial 
development, field practices, operations research, etc.. The two research teams can, nevertheless, 
collaborate in all aspects of research.  Renquist mentioned avenues for assisting Riverview Dairy, 
including offering help in accessing tax credits and resources afforded through the state Job Creation 
Fund and reopening the conditional use permit approved by Kandiyohi County.   
 
Renquist requested that Dr. Allen allow a 10 minute presentation at the next Dairy Authority meeting 
to speak about the benefits of building the facility in Kandiyohi County.  Renquist or Dr. Allen will 
have to contact Sheryl Meshke with the request.  Dr. Allen stated funding for planning was discussed 
at the Dairy Authority meeting and they would like to see money allocated.  He said action would 
need to be taken very soon to get funds allocated in the bonding bill.  Renquist and Schmoll have 
made some inquiries and will continue to attempt to bring up planning dollars with legislators.   
 
Larry Konsterlie questioned the focus of this committee as far as dairy development and Renquist 
stated the importance of making the Fehrs feel welcome in Kandiyohi County.  Renquist, Schmoll and 
Dr. Allen are planning to visit Davis’ Dairy in southern Minnesota and will encourage their connection 
with the Fehrs.  Kim Lippert responded to questions about Ridgewater Ag students and their course 
after completing the two-year dairy program.  Lippert stated the majority of students do not pursue 
another two years, but those who do, go primarily to South Dakota State University or University of 
Wisconsin, avoiding high metro environments.    
 
Introduction of EDC Business Development Specialist.  Renquist introduced Connie Schmoll, Business 
Development Specialist, to the committee and explained her job focus as both agriculture/renewable 
energy and business development in Kandiyohi County cities and communities outside of Willmar.  
Self introductions followed. 
 
 
AGENDA—Auluck-Wilson requested the addition of a resolution to commend the EDC Joint Operations 
Board (OB) for its support of the change in the staff position to include both agriculture/renewable 
energy and rural Kandiyohi County development, to acknowledge and honor Renquist for his 
facilitation of the changes and EDCOB support, and to welcome Schmoll in her position.  Although the 
resolution could not be voted on for lack of quorum, Ian Graue seconded the motion for the resolution.   
 
 
MINUTES—The minutes of the February 20, 2014 were read and no changes were recommended.  
 
 
REPORTS— 
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Renquist and Schmoll plan to visit with 
Dr. Carol Cardona concerning additional use of MCROC.  The Animal Science Conference will take 
place at MinnWest Technology Campus in September with a U of M Technology Showcase the day 
before.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS—A question was raised about the NH3 project—whether there was a possibility of 
changing the project to a wind to ammonia or a wind to fuel development.  Dan Tepfer stated that 
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since the project had a focus on biomass collection and this focus was an important part of the grant, 
such a change is not likely.  Renquist will look into this, calling upon Cecil Massie, who was 
instrumental in formulation of the project.  Securing matching funds locally is the greatest challenge 
to securing the grant funds before the June 30, 2014 deadline.   
 
NEW BUSINESS—Tepfer reported that at the legislative update on Saturday, March 15th, State Agriculture 
Commissioner Dave Fredrickson was present and stated he hoped to see dollars for planning the Dairy 
Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility in the bonding bill.   
 
Review Business Development Specialist’s goals and objectives.  The committee reviewed goals 
established and presented to the committee by Schmoll covering her work plans for the next six 
months.  Tepfer recommended work with renewable energy, especially in the area of solar energy.  
There is new discussion at the state level about solar tariffs and shifting costs as an alternative to net 
metering which could make solar energy more cost effective.  Connections could be made with Great 
River Energy, Willmar Municipal Utilities Manager Wes Hompe, and Dave George at Kandiyohi Power 
Cooperative to inquire about up and coming projects.  Schmoll will follow-up on the suggestions.   
 
Other.  Establishing a quorum was a concern for all committee members.  Renquist and Schmoll will 
check with existing members who have been unable to attend.  Members were encouraged to 
suggest additional members for the committee.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.  

 
 

NEXT MEETING—The next regular committee meeting is 7:30 a.m., April 17, 2014 at Christianson & 
Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 

3 
 


