












WHAT: Discover Manufacturing — Innovation 
Showcase is a community event highlighting Kandiyohi 
County’s leaders in manufacturing innovation

WHEN: Friday, October 28, 2011, 10am – 3pm

WHERE: MinnWest Technology Campus Auditorium

WHO: We will be targeting an audience that includes 
technical college students, high school students 
in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) related course work, workforce clients, 
employment agencies, business people and the 
community at large.

TO-DO: We invite you to attend this event to learn 
more about our area’s leading manufacturing 
innovators. Please help us spread the word by 
encouraging students, peers and interested business 
people to attend, as well.

For more information about participating, 
contact edc@kandiyohi.com, call 

320.235.7370 or go to www.kandiyohi.com

An event celebrating 
Minnesota Manufacturer’s Week, 
October 23 - 29, 2011

Please join the Kandiyohi 
County / City of Willmar 
Economic Development 

Commission, the Willmar 
Area Chamber of Commerce 

and their many partners 
in celebrating Minnesota 

Manufacturer’s Week. Help 
us educate our community 

about the important role 
manufacturing plays in 

our local economy.

ATTENTION AREA EDUCATORS, 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND 
BUSINESS LEADERS



The Glacial Ridge Enrichment Advancement Team (GREAT) formed in 2010 with the 
mission of branding and promoting the New London-Spicer and surrounding region as a 
destination and to improve the economic base of the county.  

Currently, GREAT has identified nearly 100 organizations, businesses, art studios and 
public entities as stakeholders that would benefit from a more concerted marketing and 
branding effort. Many—if not most—of these stakeholders find marketing to be time 
consuming, costly and frustrating on an individual basis and are looking to collaborate for 
a stronger marketing effort.   Regional marketing provides a measurable return on 
investment. Every $1 invested in tourism marketing returns an estimated $4.60 in new 
state and local taxes, $20.40 in wages and $53 in gross sales. (Based on Minnesota Office 

of Tourism Advertising, 2000)  

The next steps for GREAT include solidifying a business plan, establishing 501(c)(3) 
status, developing a website and contracting a project manager to coordinate activities.  
We request $7,000 from the EDC in seed money to fund these activities.  
 
$2,200 to establish GREAT as a designated 501(c)(3) non-profit 
$2,400 coordinator time for support/grant writing activities (80 hours X $30) 
$2,400 website (quote from local web designer includes photography, site development 
and maintenance) 
$7,000 total seed funding request. 

It is our vision to support the EDC’s goal of promoting economic growth in the greater 
Kandiyohi County area.  Through a specific brand identity and unique promotional 
efforts, more people will be drawn to this area rich in recreation, shopping, arts and 
scenic beauty.  We will build stronger local economies by enhancing current marketing 
efforts and creating a public awareness level which brings us to mind when people think 
of a good place to live, visit or start a business.   

Respectfully submitted: 
GREAT Executive Committee 






