
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
September 18, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 

 
Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Kevin Halverson, 

Linda Kacher, Dan Lippert, Tim Miller, Wallace Nelson, Bruce Reuss and Dan 
Tepfer 

 
Excused: Keith Poier and Connie Schmoll 
 
Staff:   Steve Renquist, Executive Director  
 
Guests: Kim Larson and Brad Saeger 
 
Absent: John Duevel, Larry Konsterlie and Steve Nelson 
 
 
Chair Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as presented.  Chairperson Reuss indicated Steve Renquist 
has to leave at 8:00 a.m. and the agenda will be modified to allow Renquist to deliver his 
reports prior to leaving.  Chairperson Reuss welcomed EDC Joint Operations Board member 
Linda Kacher followed by self introductions. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Arvind Auluck-Wilson, SECONDED BY Wallace Nelson, to approve 
the minutes of the August 21, 2014 meeting as mailed and emailed.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 
 
REPORTS 
 
Goals.  Renquist distributed the current committee goals containing comments from staff (see 
attached) and asked if any should be amended or deleted prior to the boards’ 2015 Planning 
Session and if any new ones should be added.  After discussion, the committee added the 
initiation of an Ag Investment Group and cooperation with other Ag proponent groups with 
similar causes. 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Ian Graue, SECONDED BY Tim Miller, to adopt the 2014 goals for 
2015 with the addition of an Ag investment group and cooperation with 
other Ag proponent groups with similar causes.  MOTION CARRIED. 



 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Renquist reminded the committee 
the State of Minnesota Dairy Authority must make substantive progress on the new facility 
prior to 2017 or the program will be abandoned.  Renquist restated the University of Minnesota 
(U of M), St. Paul and Morris campuses, will likely be the prime competitors for the facility.  
There was no new news on the project, but Renquist stated it is important to keep it on the 
agenda and in front of the committee.  Wally Nelson suggested we work to get another local 
person appointed to the State Dairy Authority and work with other Ag proponent agencies with 
similar goals.   
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Kevin Halvorson, SECONDED BY Arvind Auluck-Wilson, to invite 
Bob Lefebvre of Minnesota Milk Producers Association and Dr. Doug Allen of 
Ridgewater College to a future meeting to provide suggestions for next steps.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Renquist reported the EDC is working 
on the U of M Technology Showcase for September 30th (3:30 to 5:00 p.m.) and the Animal 
Science Conference on October 1, 2014.  Members of this committee are invited to the U of M 
Technology Showcase, but the Animal Science Conference is limited to animal science industry 
representatives. 
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  Renquist stated EDC staff is prepared to proceed with the Ag 
investment effort and met with a representative of RAIN Source Capital on information 
included in meeting materials.   
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Arvind Auluck-Wilson, SECONDED BY Ian Graue, to initiate an Ag 
Finance Subcommittee.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
The following offered to serve on the subcommittee:  Auluck-Wilson, Halvorson, Reuss and Dan 
Tepfer.  Chairperson Reuss appointed Dan Tepfer as the subcommittee chairperson and also 
appointed Larry Konsterlie to the subcommittee. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Willmar wind energy project.  Auluck-Wilson reported on the proposed Willmar-based wind 
energy project and stated it has been referred by the Willmar Development Committee to 
Willmar Municipal Utilities staff for evaluation.  The Willmar Municipal Utilities Commission is 
considering policy development for dealing with such a proposal at this time.   
 
Poultry Research Facility.  Renquist reported Drew Ryder and representatives are making 
overtures to poultry industry-based companies.  Renquist reminded the committee of previous 
reports that the U of M had selected Willmar/Kandiyohi County as the site for its new turkey 
research and development facility, but had not designated a date.  The EDC has a relationship 
with Dr. Carol Cardona with the locally-based U of M Avian Research Laboratory, but Renquist 
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does not know if we would be able to leverage the three different uses into one research and 
development laboratory/facility. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Renquist distributed a letter he sent to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) (see 
attached) requesting information regarding the procedure for a citizen to protest action by the 
MPCA Citizens’ Board requiring an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a Stevens County 
project.  Renquist stated he respects citizen’s rights, but this is the only state agency where a 
civilian board can override the actions of professional staff using science-based analysis to 
recommend approval of the project.  Renquist also distributed the response from the MPCA’s 
Assistant Commissioner (see attached).  Committee members felt strongly that there needs to 
be representation on the MPCA Citizens’ Board from persons who represent production 
agriculture.  In order to assist in making this happen, it was suggested EDC staff and this 
committee begin discussions with production agriculture interest groups, such as the 
Minnesota Dairy Association, Corn Growers Association, Soybean Growers Association, etc.   
 

IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED to have Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar 
Economic Development Commission staff make a call to Bob Lefebvre and 
invite him to speak with the Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development 
Committee and offer suggestions on how to partner in efforts that support 
production agriculture. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:29 a.m.  

 
 

NEXT MEETING—7:30 a.m., November 20, 2014 at Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
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