
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
August 21, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 

 
Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Jon Folkedahl, Dan Lippert, Wallace Nelson, Bruce 

Reuss and Dan Tepfer 
 
Excused: John Duevel, Ian Graue, Larry Konsterlie and Steve Nelson 
 
Absent: Tim Miller 
 
Staff:   Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development  
  Specialist 
 
Guests:  Kim Larson and Drew Ryder 
 
 
Chairperson Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at 7:36 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved with a minor change to move the presentation by Drew Ryder 
to take place just after the minutes. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Dan Tepfer, SECONDED BY Rollie Boll, to approve the minutes of the 
July 17, 2014 meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
PRESENTATION 

Private Contract Poultry Research Concept.  Drew Ryder, who operates Feedlogic at the Willmar 
MinnWest Technology Campus, made a presentation and introduced a concept for a private 
contract poultry research facility.  Although his presentation was broad, he referred specifically to 
turkeys and chickens.  He talked of poultry research needs, businesses and universities that would 
utilize the research, changes in the future due to animal welfare concerns, environmental issues 
and more.  

 
The concept, as presented, would have the potential to enhance Kandiyohi County’s economy with 
job creation—construction activity and up to 5 FTE technical staff once operational, creating a basis 
for a poultry research hub in the area and attention from the worldwide poultry science 
community, and creating new economic activity by attracting other ancillary companies to the 
Willmar area. 



 
Needs for the project include capital for buildings, equipment and start-up costs (between 
$400,000 and $1.5 million depending on the scope of the project), a supply of animals to stock the 
facilities—ideally from local sources, and a market for animals at the end of the trials—ideally with 
a processor that can provide carcass data. 

 
Ryder asked the committee to consider the concept and provide feedback about what would be 
needed to move the project forward. 

 
 
REPORTS 
 

Business Development Specialist.  Connie Schmoll reported on her attendance at Farmfest and 
tours of Riverview, Moore Calves and Dublin Dairy along with Kim Larson, Arvind Auluck-Wilson 
and Bruce Reuss.  Issues of concern brought to candidates for governor and U.S. Senate at 
Farmfest included government over-regulation of farm operations and expansion; reduction of 
agriculture education in schools and colleges; access to rail cars; the Keystone Pipeline; farm 
product labeling; and immigration reform, especially as it affects farm labor supply.  Schmoll 
distributed a summary of the Riverview tour (see attached) and specifically asked the committee to 
review the section on what is important when considering a location for a large dairy.  In 
response, Kim Larson suggested Schmoll make a connection with First District Association, the dairy 
cooperative in Litchfield, Minnesota, to express our interest.   
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Steve Renquist reviewed the history 
of the dairy facility project for the guests present.  No new information has been received about 
the pending feasibility study of the University of Minnesota (U of M) St. Paul Campus as host for 
the proposed Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  At this time, the state 
budget does not include dollars for planning.  The project will sunset in 2017 if a site has not been 
selected and planning underway.  Schmoll offered to find out what research will be conducted at 
the proposed facility.   
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center.  Renquist reported the U of M Technology Showcase 
is set for September 30th at the Willmar Conference Center and the Animal Science Conference will 
take place October 1, 2014 at the MinnWest Technology Campus.  
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  The subcommittee met on August 14th and a conference call was 
conducted to hear about consultation assistance from Steven Mercil of RAIN Source Capital on 
starting a local angel investment group to support agriculture, Ag bioscience and renewable energy 
projects.  A summary of the meeting was included with the meeting notice (see attached).  
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Wind Energy Project-Willmar.  Arvind Auluck-Wilson updated the committee on the process of the 
wind energy project proposed to the Willmar City Council and Willmar Municipal Utilities.  He said the 
issue requires a political level response at this time.  Tepfer questioned that if the project is for 
research, why involve a government entity at all?  Auluck-Wilson responded that the project is more 
than research as it responds to a concentrated continuous demand for power from the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility.  At this time, he is awaiting a response from the Willmar Municipal Utilities.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Private Contract Poultry Research Concept.  The committee discussed the concept brought 
before them today by Ryder.  Members felt the request was to help refine a business plan and to 
raise capital for the project.  Some felt the concept was too broad and others felt it was not yet a 
completed concept.  Marketing of data raised red flags and suggestions were made to ensure the 
project offered data only to paying sponsors and then only their own data.  There was mention 
that private research is indeed a need and once the concept is fully completed and a business plan 
in place that warrants support, this committee could consider help with finding financial support.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.   

 
 

NEXT MEETING—7:30 a.m., September 18, 2014 at Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
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