
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
JOINT OPERATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OB) 

AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
August 18, 2011 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 
Present: Jon Folkedahl, Kevin Halvorson, Kim Larson, Bob Meyerson, Steve Nelson, Keith Poier, Bruce 

Reuss, Milan Schmiesing and Dan Tepfer 
 
Excused: Glenn Arfstrom, Ian Graue, Marc Knisely, Tim Miller, Jim Molenaar and Scott Thaden 
 
Absent: Loren Corle, Todd Geselius, Wade Gustafson, Larry Konsterlie, Brad Saeger, Sherm Schueler, 

Stan Simon, John Soderholm and Jeff Vetsch 
 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Cathy Keuseman, Agribusiness and Renewable 

Energy Specialist 
 
 
Chairperson Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  The minutes of the July 21, 2011 were 
received. 
 
 
REPORTS— 
 
Agribusiness & Renewable Energy Specialist.  Cathy Keuseman emphasized the BioBusiness Forum and the 
new BioIndustrial Partnership, which is hosting a BioBusiness Seminar September  15, 2011 in Morton.   Also 
mentioned was a newspaper article about the Poet Project and harvesting biomass.  Steve Renquist 
interjected that we have heard a lot of talk about harvesting biomass for years, but this is now real.  The 
committee discussed the U.S. Navy getting into biofuels for its use and $510 million is available for new 
projects.  In addition, there are USDA loan guarantees for these projects.  The conversation moved to the 
article in the West Central Tribune about biofuels and what Collin Peterson had to say.  It was a negative 
article about the new Department of Defense (DOD) biofuels initiative.  Bob Meyerson informed the 
committee Collin Peterson is coming to town and the Kandiyohi County Bankers would like to speak with 
him.  Possibly the EDC could partner with the bankers for a presentation.  Renquist is going to find a contact 
at the U.S. Navy to talk about the DOD biofuels initiative.  
 
2011 goals.  The goals were reviewed and outlined to the committee.  Many of the goals have already been 
met for this year.  
 
Fuel Cell Subcommittee.  Keuseman reported the Fuel Cell Subcommittee is going to look into DOD 
applications for fuel cells while it awaits a decision from the University of Minnesota on the Mid-Central 
Research and Outreach Center (MCROC) anaerobic digestion project. 
 
GreenStep Cities Subcommittee.  Keuseman reported the GreenStep Cities working group leaders are 
preparing a presentation for the City of Willmar Planning Commission.  The presentation will be led by 
Andrew Bjur.  The working group leaders are gathering data on all the different best practices the city of 
Willmar has accomplished on its own that the subcommittee can present to the city to determine how much 
more needs to be done to be certified.  
 
Regulatory Environment Subcommittee.  Chair Reuss updated the committee on the decision by Kandiyohi 
County Zoning on the housing amendment, which did not pass.  However, a professional process was 
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followed that did move the issue forward through the proper channels.  At this time, the subcommittee has 
moved on to water.  There will be a presentation by the Middle Crow River Watershed District on Total 
Maximum Daily Limits (TMDL) on phosphorus for Diamond Lake on September 6, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
EDC board room.  They will bring their engineer and Steve Cummingford will be representing the Soybean 
Growers.  Both groups will present their data at this meeting.  Meyerson will attend as he is the Diamond 
Lake news reporter.  Chair Reuss mentioned from the point data is received and shared, it is possible it could 
be revised there, however, if there is any action to be taken, the Corn Growers and Soybean Growers will 
move forward with the actions.  The next Regulatory Environment Subcommittee meeting is September 9, 
2011 at 9:30 a.m. at the EDC board room.  
 
Anhydrous Ammonia (NH3) project.  Keuseman reported this past month the EDC presented to two more 
cooperatives and generated a lot of interest.  The EDC is also fleshing out questions on founder ownership 
to answer at board meetings coming up in September.  The EDC hopes to have the ownership structure and 
investment strategy narrowed down to options from which all the different cooperatives can choose.  It is 
the EDC’s plan that the October 12 Biobusiness Forum will be the public launch of the NH3 project and will 
identify the founders and other sponsors.  
 
MCROC.  Keuseman reported next month a letter will be released on EDC letterhead, signed by Renquist and 
Dr. Robert Jones, that will be an update on the project.  The letter should also reveal the grand opening date 
and possible researchers coming to the MCROC facility.  Renquist announced Cargill has leased one floor of a 
cottage at MinnWest Technology Campus.  Renquist will find out more information and release it to the 
committee.  
 
Wind.  Meyerson reported the current barrier on the Whirlwind Energy project is working on the buffer 
zone wind rights.  Twelve to fifteen sites have been identified.  Studies have eliminated sites and buffer zone 
wind rights eliminated some sites.  In 60 days, Whirlwind Energy will be submitting to the state for the 
permit and public process.  A hurdle is the substantial amount of money for MISO approval for line upgrades 
and Whirlwind Energy’s need is for more investors.  Renquist announced there is a one-time signup bonus 
for buffer zones and an annual per acre fee for the buffer zones.  The one-time fee is for whether the project 
goes ahead or not.  Renquist is an investor in the Whirlwind Energy project so when he works on Whirlwind 
Energy, he takes vacation days from the EDC to prevent a conflict of interest.  Chair Reuss stated people will 
get paid for wind rights.  Meyerson mentioned the tax advantages for the township and county tax benefits.  
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Dairy Research and Training Center.  A letter of endorsement from this committee has been put on hold as 
Meyerson was on vacation.  We will identify the committee members and distribute to the committee so 
they can pen their own letters on their company or personal letterhead as well.  A copy of the report by the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture will be emailed to the committee. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Empower Kandiyohi Solar Project.  Jon Folkedahl reported Kandiyohi Power Cooperative and Willmar 
Municipal Utilities are participating in the Empower Kandiyohi Solar Project.  Many meetings have been held 
on this new community solar project.  Financially, it has been tough.  The logistics have been worked out 
and they are now at the stage of seeking investors for the $1.5 to $4 million project.  Tax credits expire at 
the end of this year and it is unknown if the tax credits will be renewed.  MinnWest Technology Campus was 
interested in being a partner, at first, but has now declined to invest.  There was a misunderstanding and 
Bob Bonawitz and Jim Sieben will revisit the financials.  This project has very low risk and they are actively 
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seeking investors.  Locations have been identified.  Renquist will look into whether the Kandiyohi County 
Angel Network is an option for this project. 
 
Bioenergy Center.  Renquist reported having a Bioenergy Center at MinnWest Technology Campus was 
mentioned to the EDCOB.  This initiative started five years ago, but the EDCOB did not feel it had the right 
person for the job.  Renquist believes the right person is now on the job to head this up.  The project will 
also lead into an agriculture investment group, whether the committee goes with Ag Ventures Alliance to 
build a local investor group or start a new investor group on its own.  Renquist will wait six months to see if 
Ag Ventures Alliance would be good for this community.  

 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Steve Nelson, SECONDED BY Kim Larson, to adjourn the meeting. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, September 15, 2011, at 
Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 


