
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
JOINT OPERATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OB) 

AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

July 21, 2011 
Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 

 
 
Present: Glenn Arfstrom, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Larry Konsterlie, Bob 

Meyerson, Tim Miller, Steve Nelson, Keith Poier, Brad Saeger and Stan Simon 
 
Excused: Marc Knisely and Bruce Reuss 
 
Absent: Loren Corle, Todd Geselius, Wade Gustafson, Kim Larson, Jim Molenaar, Milan 

Schmiesing, Sherm Schueler, John Soderholm, Dan Tepfer, Scott Thaden and Jeff 
Vetsch 

 
Guest: Myron Behm 
 
Staff: Cathy Keuseman, Agribusiness and Renewable Energy Specialist 
 
 
Vice Chair Stan Simon called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Glenn Arfstrom, SECONDED BY Bob Meyerson, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 

MINUTES— 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Bob Meyerson, SECONDED BY Keith Halvorson, to approve the June 16, 
2011 minutes as emailed and presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
STATUS OF 2011 GOALS— 
 
1. Position Kandiyohi County to commercialize renewable resources and intellectual property.  

Cathy Keuseman reported she is working on commercializing two projects:  the NH3 and fuel 
cell projects.  Keuseman attended a solar conference and found a great presentation by the 
University of Minnesota on solar technology.  Presentations can be found on the CERTS website 
http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/get-answers/19/07/2011/event-highlights-
discovering-solar-energy-opportunities-minnesota.   
 

3. Create a positive regulatory environment for local agriculture and renewable energy development.  A 
subcommittee was created to handle this goal as the Ag Committee felt more needed to be 
done.  The subcommittee selected a chairperson and meetings have been held since April. 
Topics identified include:  Meadow Star Dairy zoning ordinance amendment, water issues from 
agriculture lands and biomass air permitting.   

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/get-answers/19/07/2011/event-highlights-discovering-solar-energy-opportunities-minnesota
http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/get-answers/19/07/2011/event-highlights-discovering-solar-energy-opportunities-minnesota
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For more information on the committee’s other goals, see the EDC’s website: 
www.kandiyohi.com/business/comm_agribus.htm#goals. 
 
 
REPORTS— 
 
Agribusiness & Renewable Energy Specialist.  Keuseman gave her report and highlighted the ag 
website has had more than 4,000 hits this month.  The Biobusiness Forum to be held July 28, 2011 
was emphasized for attendance by the committee.  
 
Dairy Research and Training Center.  Keuseman updated the committee on the status of the dairy 
research and training center, which is in a legislative conference committee on which Bruce Vogel 
serves.  
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Steve Nelson, SECONDED BY Tim Miller, to draft a letter from the 
Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Agriculture and Renewable Energy 
Development Committee to the legislative committee showing the committee’s 
support of the dairy research and training center for Kandiyohi County.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 
 

Tim Miller requested a copy of the report on the dairy research and training center to see if there is 
a way to get in front of the legislature.  Ideas could be found through the Mid-Central Research and 
Outreach Center (MCROC) as it is consistent with the University of Minnesota’s (U of M) goals.  
 
Action:  Keuseman, Miller and Bob Meyerson will write a first draft of the letter for approval by this 
committee at its August meeting.  
 
GreenStep Cities Subcommittee.  Keuseman reported on the work by the subcommittee, including 
having a booth at the Becker Market each week to gain name and community recognition.  Jeff 
Vetsch and Andrew Bjur are working with the Willmar Planning Commission and Vetsch is also 
working with the cities of New London and Spicer.  There are 23 volunteers on this subcommittee, 
which meets at Heartland Community Action Agency’s conference room. 
  
Fuel Cell Subcommittee.  Jon Folkedahl reported a fuel cell proposal was presented to the 
MinnWest Technology Campus (MWTC), which is interested.  Miller reported on anaerobic 
digestion interests of the U of M and Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment (IREE).  
U of M Vice President Robert Jones plans to speak with the vice president of research today and 
Kathy Yaeger of the U of M will be in Willmar this week for an update.  Money may be available 
from the U of M for the fuel cell project.  
 
Regulatory Environment Subcommittee.  Miller reported the Kandiyohi County Planning 
Commission heard the zoning amendment request on July 11 and postponed a decision until its 
August 8 meeting.  The next issue the subcommittee will discuss is water and at its next meeting, it 
will hear about a conference Bruce Reuss and Kim Larson attended in Mankato.  Keuseman will ask 
Reuss if the committee needs to be prepared for discussion about the zoning amendment vote and 
will call Gary Geer as to the agenda and if any more public discussion will be heard at that meeting.   
Keuseman will email her findings to the committee.   

http://www.kandiyohi.com/business/comm_agribus.htm#goals
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Anhydrous Ammonia (NH3) project.  Brad Saeger reported two new cooperatives have been 
identified by the EDC for presentations on the business opportunity.  The presentations will be 
made after the July 28 BioBusiness Forum.  The project is shaping up to take place in two phases:  
1) applied research to take the results of the Minnesota Department of Energy feasibility study to 
the finish line; and 2) upon completion of phase 1, an effort in Kandiyohi County to build a plant. 
Phase 1 potentially will be funded by angel investment and grant dollars.  Keuseman explained two 
opportunities exist for Kandiyohi County:  1) to headquarter the research and development (R&D) 
company at MWTC (the R&D company will potentially hold the intellectual property license and 
manage the technology rights across the country); and 2) an opportunity exists to construct a plant 
in Kandiyohi County.  Both phases will be monitored closely by the EDC as progress is made.  
Keuseman suggested the October BioBusiness Forum to present an update.  Keuseman requested 
Larry Konsterlie appeal to corn growers to attend. 
 
[Bob Meyerson and Kevin Halvorson were excused from the meeting.] 
 
MCROC.  Miller reported the elevator is being built now and Yaeger will select carpeting and paint 
on Friday.  MWTC has several large construction projects running concurrently with MCROC’s 
project.   
 
Wind.  Simon reported Whirlwind Energy is having an SPA study done by MISO and dropped 
demand on what it would take to upgrade the grid to deal with demand; however, the project is 
still very expensive.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Tim Miller, SECONDED BY Brad Saeger, to adjourn the meeting. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, August 18, 2011, at Christianson & 
Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
 


