
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
July 17, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 

 
Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Jon Folkedahl, Kevin Halverson, Tim Miller, Wallace Nelson, 

Keith Poier, Bruce Reuss and Dan Tepfer 
 
Excused: Rollie Boll, John Duevel, Ian Graue, Larry Konsterlie, Dan Lippert and Steve Nelson 
 
Staff:   Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development  
  Specialist 
 
 
Chair Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at 7:36 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Keith Poier, SECONDED BY Dan Tepfer, to approve the minutes of 
the June 19, 2014 meeting as mailed and emailed.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
REPORTS 
 

Business Development Specialist.  Connie Schmoll reported on her attendance at the Atwater 
City Council meeting where Aurora Distributed Solar, LLC representative Tena Rytel presented on a 
projected 100 MW solar project across approximately 25 locations in Minnesota.  One of the 
proposed sites is located on the east side of Kandiyohi County adjacent to Atwater.  If this site is 
used, approximately 4 MW of panels will be installed.  Final decisions about the sites to be used 
will occur after permitting reviews and studies are completed.  The permitting process, conducted 
by the Public Utilities Commission, takes six to nine months.  Aurora was awarded the energy 
project after bidding against several companies, including Xcel Energy.  This is the first time solar 
won out over even natural gas in cost for energy.  All energy will go directly to the grid and will be 
purchased by Xcel Energy.  We will be invited to offer public comment during the permitting 
process.  Construction is planned for 2015 through 2016. 
 
In addition, Schmoll reported attending the July Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce Ag 
Committee meeting at Kandiyohi Power Cooperative (KPC) where David George, Dan Tepfer, Scott 
Froemming and Diane Maurice presented on solar energy projects being implemented onsite.  A 6 
kW pilot project unit has been installed next to the highway for public viewing.  Later this 
summer, Great River Energy will be installing 20 kW of solar units and KPC will install an additional 



40 kW units.  KPC members will have the option of purchasing the output from the 40 kW solar 
units.  The panels being installed at KPC are partially manufactured and totally assembled in 
Bloomington, Minnesota, by tenKsolar and have the best warranty available for solar panels.  
Solar energy is just beginning to be cost effective.  Dan Tepfer added that the cost for 
construction is $3 per watt.   
  
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Schmoll reported the Dairy Authority 
met in July and voted to support a feasibility study on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul 
Campus proposal.  Discussion followed about avenues to secure additions to the dairy industry in 
Kandiyohi County.  Looking at how the industry has grown in Arizona and California and realizing 
that pollution in California is causing some dairy leaders to consider relocation, perhaps there is a 
way to lure them to Minnesota.  The price for milk has increased and the farm bill may be 
conducive to new development.  Schmoll and the committee will continue to work toward an 
increase in dairy in Kandiyohi County.  
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Steve Renquist reported on the upcoming 
Technology Showcase slated for late September.  He encouraged participation in the showcase, 
especially for companies or industries that have new product to meet current needs.  He asked 
the committee to think broadly about needs that exist and focus invitation for the showcase on 
entrepreneurs with such ability.  Wallace Nelson reiterated the importance of using the showcase 
to work toward getting patents and matching innovators with people who need the products.  
Reuss mentioned how fitting the showcase is to the goals of MCROC.  There was an extreme 
amount of work put into establishing the MCROC facility and now it needs research ideas 
concerning current needs.    
 
Arvind Auluck-Wilson suggested a new mono-crop concept that could be considered.  Jon 
Folkedahl mentioned the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) is back.  BCAP formerly 
offered $45 a ton to producers and will now offer approximately half of that.   
 
  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  Attempts have been made for the Ag Investment Subcommittee 
to meet and participate in a conference call with Steve Mercil of RAIN Source Capital.  A meeting 
scheduled for later today was cancelled because of last minute conflicts.  Schmoll will make 
arrangements to reschedule the meeting.    
 
Wind energy project-Willmar.  Renquist reported the Willmar City Council has asked Willmar 
Municipal Utilities (WMU) to research the wind project proposed by Auluck-Wilson.  The proposal was 
to install up to 200 small wind turbines on city land by the airport and Wastewater Treatment Plant 
with a goal of creating a profit producing project for the city, and reducing sodium in the wastewater.  
Auluck-Wilson reported a delegation from WMU toured the New London site of the vertical axis wind 
turbine.  He also said that WMU personnel are working on a policy for interconnection, which needs 
to be completed before they can even consider the project.    
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Schmoll reported that Drew Ryder of Feedlogic Corporation would like to present information 
about a concept for a private contract poultry research facility in Kandiyohi County at the next Ag 
Committee Meeting.  Members were in favor so Schmoll will make the arrangements.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m.  

 
 

NEXT MEETING—7:30 a.m., August 21, 2014 at Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
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