
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
July 16, 2015 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 

Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Kevin Halvorson, Dustin Kotrba, Dan Lippert, Keith 
Poier, Bruce Reuss and Dan Tepfer  

 
Excused: Ian Graue, John Duevel and Larry Konsterlie 
 
Absent:  Wally Nelson, Donnel Williamson and Jon Folkedahl 
 
Guests:  Kim Larson and Kim Lippert 
 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development 

Specialist 
 

 
Vice Chairperson Kevin Halvorson called the meeting to order at 7:36 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Dan Lippert, to approve the minutes of the 
June 18, 2015 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 
REPORTS 
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Connie Schmoll had a conversation 
with Dr. Doug Allen, who participates on the Dairy Authority Board for planning the facility.  
Dr. Allen reports the Board secured a contract with Gray Plant Mooty to provide independent 
fundraising services for the Authority for a 12-month period.  Daryn McBeth of Gray Plant Mooty 
will be paid a fee to participate in meetings to explain the project to potential donors and will assist 
in communicating between the University of Minnesota (U of M), the Authority and all dairy 
industry stakeholders about the progress of the project/facility.  A $5,000 pledge from the 
Minnesota Milk Producers Association will be used for initial start-up costs.  The feasibility study 
group has been meeting for the past few months to identify facility goals with a focus on research 
needs of the dairy industry.  Facility size, land use and engineering requirements are being clarified 
as the group is actively meeting with the contractor.  The end product of the study group will be to 
present their information to the U of M Board of Regents and share the outcomes with a legislative 
bonding committee with hopes to be included in the next docket for consideration and approval 
(needed by first week of September).  The fine tuning of the project costs and bonding specifics will 
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be clarified over the next several months.  The initial cost estimate or target will be shared with all 
members of the Dairy Authority Board when completed.  Bonding authority language will be 
reviewed by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s legislative staff and also shared with the 
Board prior to submittal.  Locations other than the U of M campus have not been ruled out at this 
time. 
 
Goals.  Schmoll reported on the 2015 EDC goals that relate to the Ag Committee. 
 

1. In the area of cluster development, the turkey industry is potentially expanding with a 
proposed 25,000 sq. ft. poultry acceleration facility to be placed at the Willmar Wastewater 
Treatment Facility site.   

 
2. Our committee has assessed emerging industries through connections made with West 

Central Ag Sales Association meetings and participation in its ag show, a Minnesota Milk 
Producers presentation and discussion about the dairy industry, a Clean Energy Resource 
Team presentation in May by Michael Franklin and the presentation in June by Mitch 
Coulter of Minnesota Corn Growers Association on Minnesota’s ethanol industry.   

 
3. We have sought positive return on investment projects in receiving a presentation by a 

business entrepreneur located through the Community Venture Network who was 
attempting to place an aquaponics facility.   In addition, EDC staff has worked to support 
Geronimo Energy with solar panel placement in Kandiyohi County to be utilized by Xcel 
Energy.   

 
4. The last goal of planning for ag investment avenues for Kandiyohi projects is moving 

forward with subcommittee meetings and new membership on the committee.  
 

5. Schmoll has made some inquiries about securing incentives for the area as a renewable 
resources energy zone.  The Rural Minnesota Energy Board that meets in Slayton and has 
membership by over 12 counties has invited Schmoll to attend a meeting to determine if 
the group would be an avenue to partner for such a zone determination.  The board meets 
on July 27th.   
 

Ag committee members discussed other possible cluster development and renewable resources 
development possibilities.  Arvind Auluck-Wilson has attended meetings of the State’s Energy 
Commission, which has the political will to reduce fossil fuel use in the state.  Ideas have come up 
for use of dry distillers’ grain, use of steam in anhydrous ammonia production for electrical 
generation and energy storage suggestions.   The EDC will continue to seek such opportunities.   
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  Dan Tepfer reported the subcommittee did not meet in July.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for August 4th at noon.  The subcommittee will now meet regularly on 
the first Thursday of each month.  Schmoll reported that inquiry about investment opportunities 
was made by J. Farhat.  After discussion with Schmoll, he is also interested in joining the 
subcommittee.   
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Ag business retention and expansion survey.  Schmoll reported on the responses concerning the 
survey tool used in 2005 (see collaborated responses attached).  Most questions were found to be 
relevant and necessary to ask again.  Committee members discussed ideas about different ways to 
conduct a survey and how the 2005 survey was planned and conducted.  The committee discussed 
having a subcommittee to consider objectives for conducting an Agriculture Producers BRE Survey.   
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Dan Tepfer, SECONDED BY Arvind Auluck-Wilson to appoint or 
identify a subcommittee for the purpose of identifying goals and objectives for 
an Agriculture Producers BRE survey.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

Further discussion introduced the possibility of having U of M Extension BRE staff assist 
with goal development.  They could be invited to assist the subcommittee or come to an 
Ag Committee meeting.  The following volunteered to participate on the subcommittee:  
Kim Larson, Kim Lippert, Keith Poier, Rollie Boll and Dan Lippert.  Schmoll will set up a 
meeting time.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
EDC Executive Director position.  Kim Larson asked if the committee will be given an opportunity 
to make recommendations about the EDC’s open Executive Director position.  Schmoll will inquire 
about the possibility and let the committee know the process, if possible.   
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Keith Poier, SECONDED BY Bruce Reuss that appreciation be given to 
Steve Renquist for his excellent service to the Kandiyohi County and City of 
Willmar Economic Development Commission and the community.  MOTION 
CARRIED unanimously. 
 

Poier recognized Renquist’s efforts in securing Bushmills in Kandiyohi County, his 
contributions toward development of the MinnWest Technology Campus and for never 
losing sight of the important role agriculture plays in Kandiyohi County.  Those present 
gave a round of applause to Renquist in appreciation. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, Vice Chairperson Halvorson adjourned the meeting 
at 9:10 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, August 20, 2015, at Christianson & 
Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 






