
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development (Ag) Committee 

June 20, 2013, Minutes 
 Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Bob Meyerson, Wally 
Nelson, and Bruce Reuss.  
Guests: Gordie Behm.  
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director; and Leroy Petersen, Ag/Renewable Energy Specialist.  
 
Chair Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m. in the EDC board room. 
 
MINUTES—  
It was moved by Rollie Boll and seconded by Ian Graue to approve the minutes of April 18, 2013. 
Motioned carried.  
 
REPORTS—  
 
Local Energy Subcommittee. Petersen reported on the EPA AgStar conference which was held 
June 10 to 12.  Several important outcomes are pertinent to the Dairy Facility, renewable resources 
and co-product production, investor interest in renewable resource development, and local business 
development. Site visits to Fair Oaks Farms showcased the dairy research; renewable energy 
production research and development; and consumer education.  Key business contacts were made 
which should prove invaluable in moving forward on priority EDC initiatives. 

He also asked for consensus on whether to hold a farm transition planning workshop. Little 
interest was shown and a couple thought that other entities such as banks and accounting firms have 
been sufficiently covering this topic.  
 
MCROC.  Renquist reported on the University of Minnesota meeting on licensable intellectual 
property; and an upcoming September 30 event for the commercialization of ag technology 
showcase, as well as the June meeting with Kathy Schwantes for overview and opportunities.  This 
event is the day prior to the animal science conference and venture forum. 

 
Dairy Authority Subcommittee.  Renquist reported that the subcommittee will be meeting July 2 
to discuss timelines for moving forward.  The scope will be to determine how soon the authority 
committee should be shown our plan, how developed that plan should be, and who key contact 
people are now that the dairy authority committee leadership has been determined. 
 
New Business 
 Renquist said that we will be meeting on July 8 with the new University of Minnesota Vice 
President of Research, Dr. Brian Herman, to offer expanded opportunities for MCROC 
 Wilson proposed an agricultural, bio-industrial complex at the Willmar wastewater 
treatment facility. 
 
Adjournment— 
At approximately 9:30 a.m., Ian Graue moved and Bob Meyerson seconded to adjourn the meeting.  
NEXT MEETING—The next regular committee meeting will be 7:30 a.m., Thursday, July 18, 
2013, at Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
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