
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
June 19, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 

 
Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Kevin Halverson, Larry 

Konsterlie, Dan Lippert, Wallace Nelson and Dan Tepfer 
 
Excused: Keith Poier and Bruce Reuss 
    
Absent:   John Duevel, Tim Miller and Steve Nelson 
 
Staff:   Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development  
  Specialist 
 
 
Vice Chair Ian Graue called the meeting to order at 7:35 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—Arvind Auluck-Wilson requested that a local energy project be added to the agenda under 
New Business.  The agenda was approved with the addition. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Larry Konsterlie, to approve the minutes of 
the April 17, 2014 meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  Steve Renquist shared some history on supporting value-added 
agriculture and energy projects, especially start-up businesses, by creating an investment group.  
Connie Schmoll shared research she did on investment programs, including IMNPACT Angels, 
Gopher Angels, Ag Ventures Alliance and KAAPA (see attached), and a conversation she had with 
Steven Mercil of RAIN Source Capital, Inc.  Mercil is willing to have a conversation with key 
decision makers and related influencers to share services he can provide and a process his agency 
uses in communities like Willmar to create a high performance angel investment group.  The 
following committee members agreed to participate on a subcommittee with Schmoll to 
investigate the possibilities for such a group in the Willmar area:  Auluck-Wilson, Steve Renquist, 
Larry Konsterlie and Kevin Halvorson.  Schmoll suggested a community representative and 
possible investors also be invited to join the subcommittee.  Schmoll will contact members and 
select a date to have a conversation with Mercil. 

 
 



 
Committee membership.  Renquist reported he and Schmoll will be contacting former Ag 
Committee members to inquire about their interest in rejoining this committee and also asked 
current committee members to suggest new members.  Schmoll encouraged members to invite 
interested people to come as guests first, if they would like, and also encouraged members to think 
of women in agriculture or agriculture-related businesses as possible members for the committee.  
 
Update on visit to West Central Research and Outreach Center (WCROC) Morris.  Renquist and 
Schmoll visited WCROC on April 22, 2014 after Kathy Schwantes of the Mid-Central Research and 
Outreach Center (MCROC) in Willmar made arrangements with Morris staff.  Schmoll reported 
they met with Organic Dairy Manager Brad Heins and visited the organic dairy site; met with Wind 
to Anhydrous Ammonia Project Manager Michael Reese and toured the facility; had lunch with 
Heins, Reese and Lee Johnston, who is an Animal Science Educator, Swine Operations Manager and 
Director of Operations at WCROC, and toured the Morris college campus where they learned about 
the biomass gasification facility and several solar units that provide energy to power the campus.  
As to whether the Wind to Anhydrous Ammonia plant is ready for commercialization, Schmoll 
reported they have visited with private wind industry personnel, but have not yet had any projects 
start as a result and the amount of production is still an issue.  Schmoll will inquire about the 
status and any written reports on the project thus far.   
 
 
REPORTS 
 
Business Development Specialist.  Schmoll reported on her goals and steps taken.  In addition, 
she has been invited to hear about discovery stage concepts concerning three different 
ag/renewable energy projects in the past two months, including a private industry poultry research 
facility concept, a food intake monitoring system that could potentially be altered for monitoring 
livestock feed intake and a wind energy concept by committee member Auluck-Wilson.   
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  There is no new news at this time. 
 
MCROC.  Renquist reported the lab work and research conducted by Dr. Cardona on the MCROC 
facility has expanded.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Jon Folkedahl reported on the current state of the wind turbines serving Willmar Municipal  
Utilities.  One of the turbines is currently out of commission after ladder mounts broke and 
caused the nose cone to break and fall to the ground.  As the piece is no longer manufactured, a 
mold was purchased to create a replacement piece.  The new piece is currently en route to 
Willmar and the turbine will be back in service soon. 
 
Auluck-Wilson presented a concept he had presented to a group at the EDC office on June 6 (see 
attached).  Those in attendance at the June 6th presentation were EDC staff Renquist and Schmoll; 
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Willmar City Council members Denis Anderson, Ron Christianson and Steve Ahmann; and EDC Joint 
Operations Board members Linda Kacher and Gary Gilman.  Following his presentation, 
Auluck-Wilson asked if this committee would make a recommendation to the Willmar City Council 
to allow a presentation of the project to the council.  
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Steve Renquist, SECONDED BY Wallace Nelson, that the Kandiyohi 
County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission’s Agriculture and 
Renewable Energy Development Committee finds merit in the first-stage, nine-unit 
Wind Turbine Energy Project presented by Arvind Auluck-Wilson and recommends 
that the Willmar City Council consider the project, which would have no cost to the 
city.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Dan Tepfer reported a 6kW solar array was installed at Kandiyohi Power Cooperative (KPC) this 
week.  The unit provides a new concept of array construction.  The basis of which is using 
generating panels on the north facing rows to take advantage of summer sun, which is higher in the 
sky.  The array will be energized on June 20, 2014, which will ensure data from the system covers 
the entire summer solstice and can be used to analyze the performance from the new system.  
KPC will put together final plans on June 20 for a 60kW installation scheduled for construction later 
this summer, also at its facility.  KPC will make available to its members 40kW of this 60kW system 
to apply against their own energy usage, thereby hedging against further increases in energy costs. 
 
Schmoll reported Aurora Distributed Solar, LLC, a subsidiary of Geronimo Energy, is proposing to 
construct a 100 megawatt solar farm across 25 locations in Minnesota with one potential site being 
next to the city of Atwater in Kandiyohi County.  The group will make a presentation at the next 
Atwater City Council meeting on July 2, 2014 beginning at 7 p.m.  Schmoll plans to attend and 
others are welcome to also attend.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:38 a.m.  

 
 

NEXT MEETING—7:30 a.m., July 24, 2014 at Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
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