
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
June 18, 2015 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 

Present: Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Larry Konsterlie, Dustin Kotrba, Dan Lippert, 
Dan Tepfer and Donnel Williamson 

 
Excused: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, John Duevel, Jon Folkedahl, Keith Poier and Bruce Reuss  
 
Absent:  Wally Nelson 
 
Guests:  Mitch Coulter, Research Manager, Minnesota Corn Growers Association; Jonathan 

Olmscheid, Christianson & Associates, PLLP; and Drew Ryder, Feedlogic Corporation 
 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development 

Specialist 
 

 
Chairperson Ian Graue called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Dan Tepfer, to approve the minutes of the 
April 16, 2015 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 
PRESENTATION   
 
Ethanol industry.  The Minnesota Corn Growers Association Research Manager, Mitch Coulter, 
gave a presentation on the ethanol industry in the U.S., Minnesota and Kandiyohi County (see 
attached).  Following are some statistics presented: 

• Kandiyohi County has 4,600 flex fuel vehicles able to use higher blends of ethanol. 
• Ethanol is worth $5 billion to the Minnesota economy.   
• All gasoline bought at the pumps includes at least 10% ethanol.   
• In the U.S., the reduction in fossil fuel emissions because of ethanol is equivalent to 

removing 8.4 million vehicles from the roads.   
• Ethanol lowers the price of gasoline on average $1.09 per gallon.   
• Minnesota ranks #1 in number of flex fuel stations (304 in MN). 
• Challenges exist in meeting Minnesota’s goals for petroleum replacement.  The first goal of 

14% of the total gasoline sold be comprised of biofuel by December 21, 2015 is nearly 
impossible at this time (currently at 9%).  Some barriers include the cost of infrastructure—
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adequate new pumps cost $38,000, the limited number of vehicles that are flex fuel, lack of 
engines that can utilize higher ethanol blends and the need for inputs to produce the 
ethanol.   

• Much of the corn produced in Minnesota is currently being exported.   
 
The information presented will be helpful for this committee to consider how it can partner with 
ethanol industry leaders and interested others for economic development in Kandiyohi County.   
 
 
REPORTS 
 
Goals.  Connie Schmoll briefly reported the 2015 EDC goals that relate to the Ag Committee are 
moving forward.  Work has been done to assess the emerging agriculture-related industries, plan 
for an Ag Investment Group, and promote renewable energy projects in Kandiyohi County.  A full 
report of the goals will be provided at the July committee meeting.  
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Steve Renquist provided details about 
the planning process for the facility.  There was no new information to report. 
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  Dan Tepfer reported the subcommittee met in June and is working 
to identify a regular date, time and location for future meetings.  Subcommittee membership has 
grown with the addition of Ken Behm, John Christianson and Marc Knisely, who will have Bob 
Haines alternately attend to represent United FCS.   
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Ag business retention and expansion survey.  After discussion about the business retention and 
expansion survey (BRE) of agriculture producers, it was decided to have the original survey 
questionnaire sent to committee members for assessment.  Ag Committee members should review 
the survey question form and assess: 

• which questions should be asked again; 
• which questions should be deleted; 
• what new questions should be asked; and  
• what coverage should be considered, i.e. one per township or more.  

 
Schmoll will send out the original survey questionnaire for review by all committee members and a 
report of the assessment responses will be given at the July meeting. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, Chairperson Graue adjourned the meeting at 
9:25 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, July 16, 2015, at Christianson & 
Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 










