
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
March 19, 2015 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 

Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Dan Tepfer and 
Donnel Williamson 

 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development 

Specialist 
 
Excused: Bruce Reuss and John Duevel 
 
Absent:  Kevin Halvorson, Larry Konsterlie, Dan Lippert and Wally Nelson and Keith Poier 
 

 
Chairperson Ian Graue called the meeting to order at 7:40 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Dan Tepfer, SECONDED BY Jon Folkedahl, to approve the 
minutes of the February 19, 2015 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
REPORTS 
 
Goals.  Connie Schmoll reported on the 2015 EDC Goals that relate to the Ag Committee.  The 
aquaponics business presented by Mr. Haider will not be built in Kandiyohi County.  Haider has 
accepted an incentive package offered by the city of Wadena, Minnesota, to build in their 
community.  Auluck-Wilson suggested that our committee and community be more open to the 
varied and unique business plans of entrepreneurs in order to secure such development in the 
future.  Other EDC plans that pertain to this committee’s goals were discussed.  Renquist 
mentioned the railroad wye project is still being sought.  Federal funds in the amount of $18 
million and the governor’s commitment to seek an additional $18 million in bonding money 
would make the project feasible.  The Transportation Infrastructure Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER) grant includes a rail spur that would be conducive for recruiting more heavy 
industry into the Willmar Industrial Park.  Renquist also reported that a 60 foot truck washing 
plant was a possibility for the Willmar Industrial Park.  The plant would be specifically for 
Jennie-O Turkey Store trucks.  Schmoll reported the EDC’s Marketing and Public Relations 
Committee continues to work on a new website for the EDC, which will include an area to 



report on the state of agriculture, agribusiness, bioscience and renewable energy in Kandiyohi 
County.  
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  No new information to report. 
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Schmoll reported she is scheduled to 
meet with Kathy Schwantes on April 2nd to review the progress at MCROC.  Schmoll invited 
committee members to join her for the meeting.  Renquist mentioned he requested 
information about the use of lime in farmland soil from Jodi DeJong-Hughes, an Extension 
Educator at MCROC.  Renquist encouraged such use of MCROC staff and asked if anyone had 
additional information about the use of lime in farmland soils.    
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  The subcommittee has not met, but will gather after today’s 
committee meeting to set a meeting date.     
 
Meadowstar Dairy.  Dan Tepfer stated ground work has begun on the Meadowstar Dairy site.  
Renquist reported there has been a resolution to the housing issue for the dairy.  Riverview 
Dairy will possibly erect three four-plex apartment style units for worker housing.  
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Business survey for agriculture.  Schmoll reported she and Kim Larson met to discuss the 
agriculture business survey completed in 2005.  It was noted that some of the “strategies for 
development and implementation” are still valid for consideration to work on.  One in 
particular is important in today’s environment of media coverage and articles attacking 
agriculture producers.  That strategy from the research report reads:  “Form partnerships to 
communicate, promote and educate both the farm and non-farm public in understanding our 
agriculture industry.”  Schmoll stated that perhaps continuing the strategy work is a better use 
of time and resources at this time than doing a new survey.  Committee members requested a 
copy of the entire document to review and consider at the April meeting, which Schmoll will 
provide.  In further discussion of the above strategy, Auluck-Wilson stated it is important to 
invest in public perception.  Graue stated the education component is important and perhaps 
we could benefit from learning what our schools are currently doing in regard to agriculture 
education; perhaps invite someone to come to our meeting to report what is taking place with 
students.  Donnel Williamson reported that Doug Peterson of Minnesota Farmers Union 
regularly submits agriculture articles for publication.  Tepfer mentioned the new weekly 
publication of “AGWEEK” now featured in the West Central Tribune.  Graue suggested 
attending the Social Media Breakfast presentations that take place at 8:00 a.m., the first 
Thursday of each month, at the Willmar Public Library, for ideas on how to promote the 
education of local agriculture through social media outlets.  The April meeting topic is blogging.  
Further discussion and decisions about the ag survey will be put on the April agenda. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Auluck-Wilson noted the time constraints that Schmoll expressed when discussing the ag 
survey and inquired about administrative assistance to support Schmoll.  Renquist stated that 
such discussion is already taking place at the EDC Joint Operations Board meeting for an 
increase in contracted time for administrative assistance for varied tasks by all EDC staff.  
Auluck-Wilson also requested that Spaulding be invited to assist with the Ag Investment Group 
meetings and any upcoming business presentations as her years of experience may be of great 
importance and help for such processes.   
 
Announcements.  Schmoll invited committee members to attend the Worthington Bioscience 
Conference April 9-10 and the 2015 Midwest Farm Energy Conference June 17-19 at the 
University of Minnesota Research Center in Morris.  Discussion of meetings that are waived due 
to farm planting and harvest seasons led to the conclusion that there would not be a meeting in 
April, however, this was later found to be incorrect and notice went out to those in attendance 
that May is the month the committee does not meet.  The next meeting is, therefore, in April. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, Chairperson Graue adjourned the meeting at 
8:48 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, April 16, 2015, at Christianson 
& Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
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