
Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission (EDC)
Joint Operations Board (OB)

AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE

MINUTES
February 17, 2011

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar, MN

Present: Loren Corle, Jon Folkedahl, Todd Geselius, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Bob
Meyerson, Tim Miller, Steve Nelson, Keith Poier, Bruce Reuss, Brad Saeger, Milan
Schmiesing, Stan Simon, John Soderholm and Jeff Vetsch

Guest: Nate Hultgren, Larry Konsterlie and Kim Larson

Excused: Glenn Arfstrom, Wade Gustafson, Marc Knisely and Scott Thaden

Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Cathy Keuseman, Agribusiness &
Renewable Energy Specialist

Chairperson Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at approximately 7:34 a.m. 

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Milan Schmiesing, SECONDED BY Kevin Halvorson, to approve the
minutes of the January 20, 2011 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED. 

REPORTS—

Agribusiness & Renewable Energy Specialist.  Cathy Keuseman highlighted two items from her
report  (see copy of report attached):  1) A renewable energy presentation will be given to Senator
Franken at the Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building and Willmar Municipal Utilities
February 23, 2011.  The presentation is the result of an August meeting and at the request of
Senator Franken to tour the county’s geothermal system.  2) The Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of
Commerce’s (WLACC) Agribusiness Committee is participating in the 2011 West Central Ag Show
March 8 and 9 at the Willmar Civic Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and hosting a tour of the Dublin
Dairy Farm (milks 6,500 cows) April 14, 2011, west of Willmar.  A bus will leave the WLACC for the
tour.  More information will be provided at the March meeting.

New member.  Tim Miller was welcomed as a new committee member followed by self
introductions.

Fuel Cell Subcommittee.  Jon Folkedahl reported the subcommittee has decided to work in two
areas, methanol and disposable or refillable cartridges.  The current focus is on methanol fuel cells
for exploring a manufacturing opportunity in Kandiyohi County; seeking a natural fit for our
agricultural area.  The subcommittee is exploring benefits, markets and uses for methanol and
discovering potential local partners.  The subcommittee would like to become experts in methanol
to lead to further steps for fuel cell cartridges.  Disposable or refillable cartridges are avenues to
pursue with local manufacturing using biomaterials.  The subcommittee anticipates six months for
research and gathering information and to reevaluate.  Keith Poier commented there are some
synergies with other projects that will tie into this project; for example, the NH3 project or other
alternative fuels.



GreenStep Cities Subcommittee.  Jeff Vetsch reported the subcommittee consists of 14-15
people looking to certify Willmar, New London and Spicer.  They are also looking for connections in
Atwater and Raymond.  Five different working groups are evaluating best practices and helping the
cities implement best practices.  New London is currently evaluating best practices.

Anhydrous Ammonia (NH3) project.  Stan Simon reported the Feasibility Study Grant is wrapping
up.  The main point is wind is too expensive when looking at the capital costs, however, biomass is
competitive.  The project team is currently working on commercializing the project.  The project was
going to use 100% corn stover, however, it is now going to diversity the feedstock to other
agriculture residues.  Brad Saeger reported part of the research on the commercialization of the
project is on the logistics of biomass collection and they are currently investigating the feasibility of
biomass collection.  The farming focus group included biomass handlers, large and small farmers
and custom balers.  The desire of the focus group is to diversify feedstock because of weather
issues; thus, the project team is looking at wood chips and bad hay as alternative feedstock.  Eighty
percent of producers were interested in participating, if the NH3 price was locked in on a long-term
contract; some were not interested at all.  Saeger has been seeking interested people in the five-
county area.  The Ag Committee was encouraged on collecting stover, cobs and baling.  Committee
members should contact Simon or Saeger with any feedback.  Founders of the potential
cooperative will determine a site.  Keuseman reported the site needs to be in an A-1 or A-2
agriculture zone because of feedstock hauling and should not be in Willmar’s city limits due to the
hazardous nature of anhydrous ammonia.

Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Tim Miller reported Ridgewater College,
University of Minnesota Twin Cities, University of Minnesota Morris (UMM) and St. Cloud State
University have joined forces to provide workforce training programs in renewable energy fields. 
The project name is The Renewable Energy Commercialization and Workforce Training Center and
will be located in the new MCROC.  The project is $1.6 million with $1.2 million through a potential
grant with the Economic Development Administration.  The academic partners have provided
in-kind matches valued at $488,000.  In year one, workforce needs will be evaluated and
off-the-shelf technology from the academic partners will be converted to online learning programs. 
There will be some hands-on learning at UMM with supervised testing completed at MCROC.  Year
two will be implementing the program.  Examples were discussed regarding management learning
more about the industry and also entry-level workers gaining knowledge to advance in the industry. 
Senator Franken has shown interest and will be presented a copy of the grant, which may get his
endorsement.  The  formal preliminary review application was submitted February 14, 2011 with
comments due back March 1.  The final grant application will be submitted March 10.  Keuseman
commented that even if we are not awarded the grant, we will have built the platform and
relationships for future projects to happen at MCROC.  The need for training of electric inspectors
for solar PV (photovoltaic) and wind turbines was addressed in the grant application.

Wind.  Bob Meyerson reported a second subscription for Whirlwind Energy, LLC is being offered. 
The company will be working with a developer to bring the project to fruition.  Their consultant will
help with the power purchase agreement and identifying an equity partner.  Local volunteer
members have worked diligently on this project.  Any investors who are interested should contact
Meyerson.  The length of time for wind projects was discussed; mentioned were the Pipestone
County and Meeker County projects.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS—

Review 2010 Objectives/Initiatives.  Steve Renquist reviewed with the committee its four 2010
Objectives/Initiatives:
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1. Position Kandiyohi County to commercialize renewable resource and intellectual
property.

2. Recruit and revitalize membership with the Ag Committee.  Acknowledgment was given
to Chairperson Reuss and Keuseman for recruiting new members and having interesting
meetings.  People come to meetings that are productive and worthwhile.  The committee is
working on exciting projects.

3. Create a positive regulatory environment for local agriculture development.  This is an
ongoing topic on which the committee is working.  One issue regards amending Kandiyohi
County’s zoning ordinance to allow employee housing on agricultural property.  The EDCOB
passed a motion in favor of the issue and the county has been notified.  The County Zoning
Department is of the opinion that adequate language exists.  Renquist would like to see it
offered for value-added agriculture and the committee is divided between those who think
more needs to be done and those who think it has been done.  Loren Corle commented this
goal is a prerequisite to goals 1 and 4.  The Kandiyohi County Corn Growers had a
legislative forum with a bipartisan effort to work on regulatory issues with the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).  The committee agreed to create a subcommittee to work
on this goal and appointed Tim Miller as its chairperson.  The following volunteered to serve
on the subcommittee:  Corle, Kim Larson and Bruce Reuss.  Inquiries will be made of
others.  Measurable goals and objectives would be to identify roadblocks on the local level
and identify solutions.

4. Develop agribusiness/renewable commercialization opportunities.

2011 committee goals.  Renquist reviewed with the committee the draft 2011 goals (see copy
attached).  Brad Saeger recommended retitling goal 4 to something similar to goal 1.  Following
review and discussion, 

IT WAS MOVED BY Todd Geselius, SECONDED BY Jon Folkedahl, to accept the 2011
draft goals and request staff to include measurable language based on committee
recommendations.  MOTION CARRIED.

NEW BUSINESS—

2011 chairperson.  

IT WAS MOVED BY Brad Saeger, SECONDED BY Kevin Halvorson, to nominate Bruce
Reuss as chairperson and Stan Simon as vice chairperson for 2011.  MOTION

CARRIED.

IT WAS MOVED BY Kevin Halvorson, SECONDED BY Jon Folkedahl, to re-elect Bruce
Reuss as chairperson and Stan Simon as vice chairperson for 2011.  MOTION

CARRIED.

Newspaper article concerning on-farm worker housing.  The committee received a copy of an
article published in the West Central Tribune January 14, 2011 (see copy attached).  Reuss
informed the committee that from a zoning perspective, the rules are to protect agricultural lands
from residential development and the bigger issue is opening the door to larger and denser housing
for employees violates protection of agriculture lands from residential development.  Committee
members believe that an understanding of the issues would be beneficial and that communication is
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key.  The committee voted unanimously to have a presentation by the Kandiyohi County Zoning
Department at its March meeting.

CERTs Conference.  Vetsch reported more than 700 people attended the CERTs conference,
which is its largest to date.  Simon reported farm site audits save farms money on energy costs. 
Keuseman reported 64% of green jobs are found in greater Minnesota and 36% are found in the
Twin Cities and this area has an edge on this.  

Meeting Schedule.  Discussion on the length of the monthly committee meetings was tabled until
March.

Other.  Jon Soderholm  announced the FFA is working with UMM in agriculture, and on March 26,
2011, the Minnesota FFA Alumni Association will hold its annual meeting at Ridgewater College
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Corporate ag representatives will be present.  Workshop topics include
animal rights, ag literacy project, award presentations and a keynote speaker, Bruce Vincent.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business,

IT WAS MOVED BY Tim Miller, SECONDED BY Ian Graue, to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION

CARRIED.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:43 a.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, March 17, 2011, at Christianson
& Associates, PLLP, Willmar.
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