
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
JOINT OPERATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OB) 

AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
December 15, 2011 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 
Present: Glenn Arfstrom, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Bob Meyerson, Tim Miller, 

Steve Nelson, Keith Poier, Bruce Reuss, Stan Simon and Jeff Vetsch 
 
Excused: Loren Corle, Wade Gustafson, Marc Knisely, Milan Schmiesing and Scott Thaden 
 
Absent: Todd Geselius, Larry Konsterlie, Kim Larson, Jim Molenaar, Brad Saeger, Sherm Schueler, 

John Soderholm and Dan Tepfer 
 
Guest: Gordon Behm and Myron Behm 
 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Cathy Keuseman, Agribusiness and Renewable 

Energy Specialist (recorder) 
 
 
Chairperson Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—Stan Simon requested a resolution or letter of support to Willmar Municipal Utilities from this 
committee be added to the agenda. 
 
 
MINUTES—A quorum was not present so the minutes were received for informational purposes. 
 
 
REPORTS— 
 
Agribusiness & Renewable Energy Specialist.  Cathy Keuseman read comments relative to the Farmers 
Agriculture & Renewable Resource Members (FARM) focus group held last week.  Steve Renquist 
commented the concept of a membership fee, a one-time fee and recurring fee for renewal was 
confusing to participants.  The purpose of FARM is to create a regional model, such as Ag Ventures 
Alliance, which is multistate.  The EDC hopes to create a group with people who are involved in 
value-added agriculture and renewable resources, Ag biotech, renewable resources and emerging 
markets.  The opportunity would exist where people who want to do projects in greater Minnesota or 
South Dakota would come to the EDC.  The EDC or FARM would vet the plan and then release the 
concept to potential investors and those interested in knowing what is going on.  The fee would be used 
as a screening tool to see who is very interested in pursuing projects.  Ag Ventures Alliance is a valid 
concept, but may not be the solution.  Initially, the focus group did not like the idea of a fee.  Keuseman 
stated a fee would help pay investment meeting costs and for marketing.  Another group has worked 
the fee successfully.  The structure of FARM will need to be determined, but the proposal may include 
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two levels, voting members and nonvoting members.  Renquist would like to continue to pursue FARM 
and suggested the group move forward with contributing members getting information first per the 
categories in which they are interested and then two weeks to a month later the information would go 
out to non-voting members. Information on investor meetings would be shared with other economic 
development agencies in the region.   Reuss commented FARM will seek out viable projects and the 
project will do the “wining and dining.”  It is an opportunity to be an early stage investor of founder 
shares, which would have higher risk, but also higher returns.  Renquist is seeking projects of any kind 
that create jobs and income and increase the tax base.  New technologies may be looking for areas to 
put their best packages together for them.  Locally, FARM would be EDC driven and regionally it will be a 
business development organization.   The committee discussed the merits of creating FARM.  This 
committee is working on projects that would need this type of funding.  FARM allows individuals to get 
in with a small amount of money.  Renquist stated the EDC is trying to bring some large projects to 
Kandiyohi County to commercialize technology and funding beyond traditional bank financing for 
emerging technology is very much needed.  Renquist would like confirmation at the January meeting on 
whether to go ahead with cash contributions, a different group or a newer concept.  Committee 
members should email or call Renquist with any suggestions.  Keuseman suggested forming a 
subcommittee of interested capable investors to explore this idea further. 
 
Keuseman discussed other items in her report, including the West Central Renewable Resources 
Corridor, a meeting with Senator Joe Gimse and the committee goal meeting in January.  Keuseman 
requested members continue to send her 2012 goal ideas.  Proposed goals will be put on a board and 
committee members will be asked to prioritize their top three projects and then everyone will vote.  
Thus, a quorum will be necessary for the January meeting.  
 
Fuel Cell Subcommittee.  Stan Simon reported the Fuel Cell Subcommittee is advancing its agenda for 
fuel cell projects that are stationary for buildings and a portable model.  It is currently forming the 
components to create a budget and seek grant funding.   
 
GreenStep Cities Subcommittee.  Co-chairs Andrew Bjur and Jeff Vetsch met with the Willmar Planning 
Commission, which was unsure of whether to endorse or recommend participation.  The presentation 
was tabled until next month.  
 
Anhydrous Ammonia Project.  Keuseman reported the EDC is still waiting to hear on the grant award 
from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.  It should be known in January whether or not the EDC 
received the grant.   
 
Regulatory Subcommittee.  Tim Miller stated there is no other information other than what is in 
Keuseman’s report.  
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Miller reported they are finishing up the building 
now and first occupancy should be January 9, 2012.  An open house will be some time in the spring.  
State-of-the-art classrooms will be available to the community at a possible rent reduction the first year 
to promote the facility.  Contact Miller if you would like a tour.  Dr. Carol Cardona, who is conducting an 
avian gut health research project with the Turkey Growers Association and a post graduate student, will 
start at MCROC in the second quarter of 2012.  The University of Minnesota’s president will attend the 
grand opening. 
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Wind.  Bob Meyerson invited everyone to attend an open house for the new Atwater city offices in the 
old Atwater hotel.  Whirlwind Energy, LLC has been working with a grant consultant for a feasibility 
study to include costs for a MISO study.  USDA requirements must be met for grant criteria.  There was a 
dinner meeting for individuals looking for investment opportunities.   Marketing and publicity funding is 
an issue.  A PPM has been issued for this investment.   Myron Behm gave an update on the status of 
Lake Country Wind Energy.   
 
Willmar Municipal Utilities.  Since there was not a quorum present, Reuss tabled a resolution or letter 
of support for Willmar Municipal Utilities until January.  Renquist stated the committee’s membership 
attendance will be reviewed and those who have not attended regularly will be removed in order for 
this committee to meet an attainable quorum.  It was suggested a membership plan for snow birds be 
proposed.   
 
 

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business,  
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Glenn Arfstrom, SECONDED BY Kevin Halvorson, to adjourn the meeting. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:08 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, January 19, 2011, at 
Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 


