
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
November 20, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 

Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Larry Konsterlie, Tim Miller, Bruce 
Reuss and Dan Tepfer 

 
Excused: Jon Folkedahl and Keith Poier 
 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development 

Specialist 
 
Guest: Kim Larson 
 
Absent:  Rollie Boll, John Duevel, Dan Lippert, Wally Nelson and John Soderholm 
 

 
Chairperson Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at 7:38 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
 
MINUTES  
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Dan Tepfer, SECONDED BY Kevin Halvorson, to approve the 
September 18, 2014 meeting minutes.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
REPORTS 
 
Goals.  Connie Schmoll reported on the present committee goals as distributed.  Schmoll 
mentioned the new 2015 goals will include formation of a local agriculture investment group and a 
goal on cooperation with other agriculture proponent groups with similar causes as this committee.   
Schmoll reviewed progress on a project that was presented at former meetings by Brad Saeger.  
Schmoll said the pilot project which will be using corn stover to make a pelleted animal feed, has 
received funding.  The University of Wisconsin will be working with Saeger on the project.   
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Schmoll reported that no news has 
been received about progress or decisions of the Dairy Authority.  A feasibility study on the 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul campus, may still be in process.   As suggested at the September 
meeting, Bob Lefebvre of Minnesota Milk Producers Association has been invited and is scheduled 
to attend the December meeting. 

 
 



 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  There was no information to report. 
 
Poultry Research Facility.   Drew Ryder is currently working on a business plan for the private 
contract poultry research facility he presented to the committee.  Tim Miller reported that Ryder 
has been collaborating with Dr. Carol Cardona of the University of Minnesota Avian Research 
Project at MCROC concerning his project.  Schmoll will contact Ryder for further details to report at 
a future meeting.  
 
Wind energy.   Arvind Auluck-Wilson reported the wind energy project is on hold for consideration 
by Willmar Municipal Utilities while Willmar Downtown Development, Inc. works on 
interconnectivity policies that are necessary in order to consider the project.  Auluck-Wilson also 
reported the New London/Spicer School Board has not moved on a proposal he made for them to 
consider solar energy on the district’s school buildings.  The school buildings would be able to 
accommodate only 8kw of solar because a majority of the buildings have a flat rubber roof.  Dan 
Tepfer also reported on the community solar installation at Kandiyohi Power Cooperative.  There 
are 140 units available for output purchase and 10% or more have been purchased.  There is no 
actual data on production at this time.  Snow removal has not been a problem.  Schmoll reported 
that the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), has funds available for solar and wind projects 
in rural Minnesota and funds up to 25% of the construction costs.  Such projects also receive 30% in 
tax credits.  Publicizing the program is recommended.  
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.   A report of the subcommittee meeting was distributed.  Renquist 
will be working to set up a meeting with potential angel investors starting with John Christianson to 
inquire about interest and inviting them to participate on the planning committee.   
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Contact with Bob Lefebvre.  Lefebvre has agreed to attend the December meeting and make a 
presentation on legislative issues for Minnesota’s dairy industry and how this committee can 
partner to work toward further dairy development in Kandiyohi County.   The newly-elected 
representatives for Kandiyohi County, Tim Miller and Dave Baker, have expressed interest in 
attending, but the date is problematic for them with another meeting scheduled at the Renville 
sugar beet facility.  To accommodate the legislators, the committee decided to change the date of 
its next meeting to Wednesday, December 17, pending Lefebvre’s availability on that date.  Schmoll 
will make the inquiries and forward the date of the December meeting to the committee and 
others who may be interested in attending. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Legislative priorities.  Legislative priorities were not discussed because of limited time.  Schmoll 
recommended some discussion early in 2015 in order to prepare some recommendations for the 
EDC Joint Operations Board by October of 2015. 
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Riverview Dairy project at Meadowstar.  Kim Larson thanked this committee for taking steps 
several years ago to secure this dairy in Kandiyohi County.  Riverview Dairy is now proceeding to 
build an 8,800 unit dairy at Meadowstar southwest of Pennock.  The conditional use permit was 
granted at the St. John’s Township meeting on November 5, 2014. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS—Renquist informed the committee of an opening on the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) Citizen’s Review Board for which he plans to apply and would like committee 
support for his application.  The committee agreed to support Renquist’s application to become a 
member of the MPCA Citizen’s Review Board.   

 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, Chairperson Reuss adjourned the meeting at 9:45 
a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—7:30 a.m. at Christianson & Associates, Willmar, date to be determined in 
December. 
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