
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development (Ag) Committee 

MINUTES 
February 20, 2014 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 

Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Larry Konsterlie, 
Dan Lippert, Wallace Nelson and Bruce Reuss 

 
Absent: John Duevel, Tim Miller, Steve Nelson, Keith Poier and Dan Tepfer 
 
Guests: Wade Gustafson and Kim Larson 
 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director 
 
 
Chairperson Bruce Reuss called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m. and announced a quorum 
was present. 
 
 
AGENDA—Added to the Agenda under Reports will be information on the Anhydrous Ammonia project by 
Arvind Auluck-Wilson and an update on the Meadow Star Dairy project by Kim Larson. 
 
 
MINUTES— 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Arvind Auluck-Wilson, SECONDED BY Rollie Boll, to approve the minutes of 
the November 21, 2013 meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
 
REPORTS— 
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Wade Gustafson reported the State of 
Minnesota Dairy Authority, allowing only a brief preparation period, provided the Kandiyohi County 
representatives an opportunity to present the assets this area could bring to the new dairy industry 
enhancement facility.  Gustafson indicated that, at present, the facility was going to be 100% privately 
financed.  Auluck-Wilson stressed we should present an emphasis to the Dairy Authority based on our local 
core competency.  Gustafson commented, in his opinion, the Dairy Authority placed research and training as 
the facilities core objectives with consumer education a lesser element.  Gustafson discussed a number of 
areas that deserved consideration: 

• Ridgewater President and Dairy Authority member Dr. Doug Allen and Dairy Authority member 
Greg Jahns met with Riverview Dairy personnel in an effort to determine if the proposed Meadow 
Star Dairy could work in conjunction with the facility.  This would reduce the functioning dairy 
portion of cost of establishing the facility and would provide a much larger herd to facilitate the 
research portion of the project. 

• Larson said the University of Minnesota (U of M) appears to be unwilling to work with other 
facilities.  The U of M wants the total facility to be on the St. Paul campus and thinks a 200 cow herd 
would be sufficient. 

 
Steve Renquist reported, in regard to the dairy project, he will: 

1. Contact Dean Johnson to determine the Board of Regents’ interest in working cooperatively. 



2. Have a discussion with Mitch Davis of Davisco asking if he would be willing to have a conversation 
with Gary Fehr regarding the U of M/Davisco facility in New Sweden (near Nicollet). 

3. Initiate a discussion with Carol Cardona regarding her advice on proceeding with the U of M. 
4. Determine if it is possible to obtain project money for the dairy facility in this year’s bonding bill as 

the Minnesota State Dairy Authority will be seeking state bonding monies to facilitate the planning 
process. 

 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Renquist reported the EDC is working with MCROC 
on planning for the fall Animal Science Conference and the U of M Technology Showcase. 
 
Anhydrous Ammonia project.  Auluck-Wilson indicated there have been conversations regarding the 
renewal of the Next Generation grant from the State of Minnesota Department of Agriculture.  The grant is 
still viable but it lacks a $125,000 cash match to proceed.  Arvind and Cecil Massie met with an area 
Cooperative regarding participation with the grant. 
 
Meadow Star Dairy.  Larson reported that he and Nate Hultgren met with the Fehrs in January and he felt 
the Meadow Star Dairy project was still a possibility. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Change in Job description and duties of staff position.  Renquist reported the EDC Joint Powers Board 
directed the Ag Specialist position be revised to a Business Development Specialist position with the duties 
to be 50% agribusiness and renewable energy development and 50% community development in Kandiyohi 
County.  Larson supported the concept of the shared position and thought the synergy of the agriculture 
development and enhancement of the county’s rural communities could work together very well.  Auluck-
Wilson recommended the Ag Committee consider a task force structure to work with the new staff person 
and move our various projects forward. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2014 Chairperson.  Bruce Reuss agreed to continue as committee chair unless another person wanted the 
position. 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Arvind Auluck-Wilson, SECONDED BY Kevin Halvorson, to nominate Bruce 
Reuss as the 2014 Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development Committee 
chairperson.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
IT WAS MOVED BY Wallace Nelson, SECONDED BY Dan Lippert, to cease nominations and elect 
Bruce Reuss as the 2014 Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development Committee 
chairperson.  MOTION CARRIED.  
 

2014 Goals and Objectives.  Renquist led the committee in an exercise to determine the principal focus for 
2014 and into 2015.   Renquist stated staff will continue to move all of the projects forward, especially as 
timing or opportunity becomes evident, but the areas of focus will be considered to be prime directives for 
staff.  The following possibilities were mentioned, in no particular order, as options: 

• Biomass pelletization 
• MinnWest Technology Campus (MWTC) 
• MCROC 
• Turkey Research and Development Center 
• Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education facility 
• Animal/poultry vaccine development 



• Renewable Energy Center 
• Renewable Energy Commercialization Center 
• Meadow Star Dairy 
• Landfill – Waste to Energy 
• Beef finishing facility 
• Ag based venture capital group 
• Community Owned Grocery 
• Barn Shed project – regional locally grown foods aggregation and distribution 
• Renewable Energy Corridor 
• Bio-Science Zone 
• Ethanol, support of industry 

 
The committee was asked to select the areas the committee and staff would direct their primary attention.  
It is recognized that events can cause certain projects to be brought to the front for primary consideration.  
The following areas received the most votes (declining order) as projects the committee and the EDC had 
the most opportunity to move forward at this time: 

1. Minnesota Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility 
2. Agriculture and Agri-Science Venture Capital organization 
3. Landfill waste to energy project 
4. Support of ethanol industry 
5. Enhanced vaccine development 
6. Meadow Star Dairy 
7. MWTC and MCROC 
8. Renewable energy corridor 
9. Bio-mass pelletization 
10. Beef finishing 

 
Larson said he thought the committee should recommend to the EDC Joint Operations Board that a 
resolution should be offered and passed in support of agri-business in Kandiyohi County.  Auluck-Wilson 
endorsed the idea as he felt we needed to clearly make a statement the EDC is in support of agriculture and 
agri-business.  Wally Nelson said we need to make a statement that we are positive about the effects and 
future of agriculture in Kandiyohi County and west central Minnesota.  Chair Reuss recommended we show 
the purpose for our support. 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Arvind Auluck-Wilson, SECONDED BY Jon Folkedahl, to recommend to the 
Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission Joint 
Operations Board that it adopt a motion recommending the Joint Powers Board supports 
agriculture and agri-business in Kandiyohi County and west central Minnesota.  MOTION 
CARRIED unanimously. 

 
ACTION ITEMS—Renquist stated staff will prepare for committee consideration a short list of immediate 
action items to move prioritized projects forward. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT—Chairperson Reuss adjourned the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next Ag Committee meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, March 20, 2014 at Christianson & 
Associates, Willmar. 


