
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
JOINT OPERATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OB) 

AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

November 15, 2012 
Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 

 
 
Present: Jon Folkedahl, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Larry Konsterlie, Dan Lippert, Keith Poier, Stan 

Simon, Dan Tepfer and Jeff Vetsch 
 
Excused: Bob Meyerson and Bruce Reuss 
 
Absent: Glenn Arfstrom, John Duevel, Tim Miller, Steve Nelson and Milan Schmiesing  
 
Guests: Gordon Behm and Arvind Auckland-Wilson 
 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director 
 
 
Vice Chairperson Stan Simon called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m. and announced a 
quorum was present. 
 
 
AGENDA—There were no changes to the agenda.  
 
MINUTES— 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Kevin Halvorson, SECONDED BY Steve Nelson, to approve the minutes of the 
September 21, 2012 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
 
REPORTS— 
 
Fuel Cell Subcommittee.  Simon reported the subcommittee is considering a change to its name to reflect 
that it is cogitating on renewable energy issues in addition to fuel cells.  Steve Renquist said he attended the 
International Bio-Science Conference in Mankato and said that many persons are favorable of discussing the 
future of compressed natural gas as a fuel alternative. 
 
Anhydrous Ammonia (NH3) project.  Renquist reported the reemergence of the Buffalo Lake ethanol plant 
was an issue for the NH3 project.  It appeared the distiller’s grain from the facility could supply the bulk of 
the ag biomass needed for the NH3 production plant.   The group that supplied the funding for the 
reemergence of the Buffalo Lake ethanol plant (Purity) was the likely initial source of grant matching capital 
and would have to be considered in regard to the NH3 production plant.  At present, the EDC is promoting a 
production facility in the Blomkest area to the Purity organization as it could be on the new natural gas line 
and service the additional ag biomass requirements.  The EDC continues to support all areas in Kandiyohi 
County that have highway, rail and natural gas availability.  Renquist continued by saying a local group of 
investors has asked for a face-to-face meeting with Cecil Massey regarding the status of the NH3 project and 
investment potential/opportunity. 
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Renquist reported MCROC has formed an Advisory 
Board with several local persons as voting members.  Renquist is the EDC representative on the Advisory 



Board.  The University of Minnesota  (U of M) commissioned the Carlson School of Management to 
interview local businesses, civic leaders and U of M departments that may have an interest in locating 
activities at the new facility.  The Advisory Board received one presentation from the Carlson School group 
with a second presentation to be on December 14, 2012. 
 
Wind.  Renquist and Gordon Behm reported there was no new information to report regarding the two 
county wind projects.  Renquist was asked to determine, and bring to the next meeting, the 
ownership/management of the wind farm south of Atwater. 
 
Dairy Authority Subcommittee.  Renquist reported the EDC submitted two names from this area–both 
qualified.  Another person had been presented to the state for consideration for the Dairy Authority, who 
was not from this area, but friendly to the Kandiyohi County site for the new facility.  Renquist informed the 
committee the EDC/Ag Committee needs to brief its two new legislative persons on the need for the Dairy 
Research and Consumer Education facility and Kandiyohi County’s unique capacity to offer the best site 
outcome. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Agribusiness and Renewable Energy Development Specialist.  Renquist reported an advertisement was 
placed in the West Central Tribune and in the local Department of Employment and Economic Development 
database.  For government jobs there is typically a 30-day period in which people may respond followed by 
interviews and notification.  The application period will end on November 26 followed by an interview team 
determining which of the candidates to interview December 17-19.  It is planned to have a new person 
‘onboard’ the first week of January 2013. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ag office at MinnWest Technology Campus.  Renquist indicated the EDCOB, facing severe budget 
restrictions and having suitable space in the EDC’s downtown office, discontinued the office at the 
MinnWest Technology Campus. 
  
Other.  Renquist reported he attended a local meeting with Colin Peterson where the Ag Bill and renewable 
energy investment incentives were discussed.  
 
Arvind Auckland-Wilson discussed the potential for local production of vegetables for guar gum that is used 
as a lubricant in the natural gas fracking method of drilling operations. 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Larry Konsterlie, SECONDED BY Ian Graue, to investigate the need and 
potential for local production of vegetables for guar gum.  MOTION CARRIED with everyone 
present voting in favor. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT— There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:15 a.m. 
upon motion made by Ian Graue and seconded by Kevin Halvorson. 
 

 
NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, December 20, 2012, at Christianson & 
Associates, PLLP, Willmar. 
 


