KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)
JOINT OPERATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OB)

MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
January 27, 2014
EDC Board Room, Willmar

Present:

Shari Courtney, Jean Geselius, Sarah Isdal, Ann Winge Johnson, Mike Negen and
Joanna Schrupp

Excused:

Heather Koffler and Julie Redepenning

Staff:

Jean Spaulding, Assistant Director

Secretarial:

Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Jean Spaulding called the meeting to order at approximately 12:00 p.m.

MINUTES—
IT WAS MOVED BY Mike Negen, SECONDED BY Ann Winge Johnson, to approve the
minutes of the December 23, 2013, meeting as emailed. MOTION CARRIED.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
EDC insert/ads/editorial. Spaulding shared the first drafts for the EDC ad campaign, mug wrap
around and insert (see attached) and stated she and Betsy Bonnema are not comfortable with
the headline portion of . . . “Check our stats”. . . . The committee decided to omit the word
‘stats’ in the headline and offered the following suggestions:
• Business is good. Jump in!
• . . . It’s a great time to jump in!
• . . . Are you ready to jump in?
• . . . Get ready to jump in!
• . . . Jump in with us!
• . . . Jump in now!
• . . . Make your own success stories!
• . . . Jump in and . . .

Committee members were encouraged to send Spaulding other headline suggestions.
Spaulding inquired if the stats/photos are a good representation of the area. In the future, the
plan is to tie the stats and stories in Twitter and Facebook feeds/posts.
Draft insert comments:
• Easily recognized
• Train photo is important to the area
• The new Business Development Specialist will be featured in the September insert
B2B winter ad suggestions:
• Include a local photo, i.e., Ridgewater College, Robbins Island, Green Lake cruises,
golf courses, etc.
• Include a Polar Plunge photo—Spaulding will contact Ron Adams, West Central
Tribune, to obtain a photo
The focus of the ads is to recruit young people to the area. Discussion was held whether ads
should include additional subtle diversity and aging population photos. Schrupp suggested
tying the EDC ad campaign/insert to the Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce’s NeXt
goals. Spaulding shared recent comments from Beth Fischer, Willmar Lakes Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau, and Sam Bowen, Ridgewater College, regarding how the EDC can support
and work with the Community Marketing Coalition (CMC), which was discussed at a recent
meeting with The Johnson Group. They felt there was no need to have the ads
blended/uniform; however, Fischer and Bowen suggested the EDC include ths CMC logo on ads
and the insert. Although the Marketing and Public Relations Committee is interested in
supporting the CMC, the committee will wait to place its logo on EDC ads and the insert;
however, the logo may be added in the future when the CMC’s plan is further developed and
marketed. Schrupp suggested inviting Sam Bowen and Beth Fischer to a special Marketing and
Public Relations Committee meeting to share the direction of the CMC. Spaulding commented
the CMC plans to be an overarching umbrella to deliver messages for Vision 2040. Spaulding
will email the Willmar Lakes Area CMC plan to this committee.
Spaulding distributed an email from Cameron Macht listing various stats and links. Committee
members would like to include the following stats from Macht’s email:
• An average of 15.5 patents are filed each year. Schrupp suggested including the
number of patents held in Kandiyohi County, as well as internationally
• At least 3,100 self-employed businesses in 2011
• A total of $2.1 billion in gross sales reported by businesses in Kandiyohi County
• A total of $727 million in retail sales reported by retail trade businesses in Kandiyohi
County
Shari Courtney suggested researching the number of higher-educated people living in the area,
including stats on people over 40 and the aging population.
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NEW BUSINESS
Ann Winge Johnson inquired if new Marketing and Public Relations Committee are welcome.
Spaulding encouraged members to submit new committee member candidates.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
1:25 p.m.
NEXT MEETING—The next scheduled committee meeting is 12 noon, Monday, February 24, 2014, at the
EDC board room.
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