
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
January 15, 2015 

Christianson & Associates, PLLP, Willmar 
 
 

Present: Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Rollie Boll, John Duevel, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson and Keith 
Poier 

 
Staff: Steve Renquist, Executive Director and Connie Schmoll, Business Development 

Specialist 
 
Guests: Kim Larson and Donnel Williamson 
 
Excused: Jon Folkedahl, Larry Konsterlie and Bruce Reuss  
 
Absent:  Dan Lippert, Wally Nelson and Dan Tepfer 
 

 
Vice Chairperson Ian Graue called the meeting to order at 7:35 a.m. 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved with the addition of 6.b. under New Business, Application for 
membership. 
 
 
MINUTES —A quorum was not present at the start of the meeting and, thus, the minutes were not 
approved. 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
Goals.  Connie Schmoll reported on the 2015 EDC Goals that relate to the Ag Committee.  Two new 
additions from last year’s Ag Committee goals are underway with the Ag Investment Subcommittee 
already formed and a visit by the Executive Director of the Minnesota Milk Producer’s Association, 
Bob Lefebvre.  Schmoll reported the EDC’s goals include formation of a new website.  Schmoll 
stated that providing initial information and regular updates from the Ag Committee and industries 
will be important.  Graue and Arvind Auluck-Wilson volunteered to assist Schmoll in providing 
information for the website.   
 
Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility.  Steve Renquist reported he would like 
to continue pursuit of the Minnesota Dairy Research, Training and Consumer Education Facility for 
Kandiyohi County even though a recommendation has been made for the University of Minnesota 
(U of M) sites.   There is a possibility that those making the final decision are not aware of the 
benefits that may be offered with the training portion, at minimum, being located in Kandiyohi 

 
 



County utilizing the excellent dairy training program at Ridgewater College.  Renquist stated the 
distance for travel, should the U of M Morris campus be considered for training, would be an 
additional reason to select Kandiyohi County for the training portion.  Committee members 
suggested a review of the past minutes of the Dairy Authority to determine if a written pro forma 
has been issued and if a Kandiyohi County site was appropriately considered for the training 
portion.   Auluck-Wilson suggested a written plan be created and submitted that would cover the 
details of how this community would accommodate the training facility.  The plan would need to 
include a funding plan to cover expenses of between $24 and $36 million utilizing bonding money 
and private industry contributions.  Committee members felt quite strongly that a herd of 500 head 
or more is necessary to conduct research that is representative of the dairy industry today.     
 
Mid-Central Research and Outreach Center (MCROC).  Renquist offered an overview of the history 
of securing MCROC at the MinnWest Technology Campus in Willmar and his outlook on further 
expansion of the facility.  He suggested that MCROC could possibly be part of the plans for the 
Dairy Facility.  Renquist offered ideas for expansion of the facility in the areas of Ag bioscience and 
technology or a medical device center, including a private industry partnership.  Auluck-Wilson 
suggested a discussion with U of M regents or alumni to let the ideas be known.  No formal plans 
were made. 
 
Ag Investment Subcommittee.  The subcommittee has determined that securing participation from 
accredited angel investors is an important next step for creating an Ag Investment Group.  The 
meeting with the first potential angel investor was scheduled and cancelled twice.  Schmoll 
reported the meeting will indeed take place and she is currently in the process of re-scheduling the 
meeting.  The subcommittee will reconvene when additional membership of accredited investors is 
secured.    
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Review of presentation by Bob Lefebvre, Minnesota Milk Producers Association.  Committee 
members received Mr. Lefebvre’s PowerPoint presentation.  The information was helpful to 
committee members for promoting and advocating for the industry in Kandiyohi County.  The 
discussion led to inquiry of the Meadowstar Dairy project planned for St. John’s Township in 
Kandiyohi County.  Schmoll reported she had talked to Anthony Ekren of Riverview this past week 
for an update.  Riverview was able to break ground on the project, but no substantial work has 
been completed.  They have a goal of being in operation by fall of 2015.  Schmoll has been given 
contact information to forward to local businesses that have an interest in contracting with 
Riverview for the construction phase or for operations after construction is complete.  She has 
provided that information to one local business.  Members suggested Schmoll do a check with First 
Dairy in Litchfield to inquire about need for additional product.   

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Voting status.  Schmoll announced that Representative Tim Miller has requested a non-voting 
member status because he will not be able to regularly attend committee meetings with his agenda 
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at the state capital.  Renquist reminded the committee of the importance of committee members 
attending meetings.  With 14 members, 8 in attendance are necessary to attain a quorum for 
voting.  He also informed members that three unexcused absences may trigger non-voting member 
status.   
 
Application for membership.  Donnell Williamson, who is present at the meeting today, has 
submitted an application to join this committee.  That application will be forwarded for review by 
members for consideration at the February meeting.  If the committee recommends his 
membership, it will be taken up by the EDC Joint Operations Board.   
 
Announcements.  John Duevel asked members to watch legislation on installation of solar units.  
Legislation could limit installation of photovoltaic units to licensed electricians only.  The decision 
would damper the entrepreneurial benefit of the industry and licensed electricians may be doing 
work for which they are not trained.  Duevel and Keith Poier reported on an experimental solar unit 
at Poier’s home that utilizes a solar heat pump.  The technology has been certified by another firm.  
Duevel is constructing a housing development close to Mille Lacs Lake with south facing SolarAir 
units.  Duevel also mentioned the deep winter garden concept is taking hold in some areas.  
Garrison, Minnesota, hosts a community-wide winter garden and walking area for residents.  In 
Chippewa County, a deep winter garden project has small green houses that are feeding 20 
families.  In season, they harvest once each week.  The concept has great potential for economic 
development.  Schmoll mentioned that Renewable Energy for America Program (REAP) grants are 
being promoted.  The application process has been reduced and the funds increased to promote 
use.  A training will be conducted next week in St. Paul for anyone who is interested.  Schmoll 
reported on the Business Retention and Expansion (BRE) survey process that was completed in 
December.  Members requested that a discussion of conducting a farm/agriculture BRE survey be 
placed on the February agenda.  Schmoll also informed the members that the EDC will be hosting 
an open house on February 20th at the new EDC office located on East Highway 12.  An invitation 
will be forwarded to committee members in the near future.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, Vice Chairperson Graue adjourned the meeting at 
9:02 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—7:30 a.m. February 19, 2015 at Christianson & Associates, Willmar. 

3 
 


